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done good work in conneetion with water
supplies and many other things to help
the settler on the land, and I hope that
the Minister for Lauds, in his zeal to pro-
tect the public from land speculators, will
not desire to see those men wheo are on
the land lose their holdings, or forfeit
their land if they do not comply strietly
wiith every provision laid down in the
Aect,

On motion by Mr. Munsie, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.23 pom.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED,

By ihe Colonial Secretary: 1, Publie
Works Aect, 1902; by-laws regulating
traffic over the North Fremanile High
Level Bridge. 2, Roeads Aet, 1902, Special
by-law of the Black Range Road Board.
3, Annual report on Prisons for year end-
ing 31st December, 1911. 4, Plan show-
ing test bores at Fremantle Dock (asked
for by Hon. M. T. Moss),

MOTION — WONGAN HILLS-MCUL-
LEWA RAILWAY SELECT COM-
MITTEE.

Erxtended powers.

Hon. R. J. LYNN (West): In the mo-
tion as handed to the Clerk yesterday, in

[COUNCIL.,

which Mr. Sommers moved for the ap-
poinfment of a select commitiee io en-
quire into the Wongan Hills-Mullewa rail-
way, no authority was given to the com-
mittee to adjourn from place to place.
I beg to move—

That the Commitlee appointed Ly this
lravourable House yesterday, to enquire
into the Wongen Hills-Mullewa rail-
way, be authorised to adjourn from
place to place,

The PRESIDENT: “Yhen I put the
motion to the House I ineluded these
words “from place to place,” but they
wete not on the paper that was handed to
the Clervk.

Question put and passed.

SUPILY—MINISTERTAL STATE-

MENT.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Dhrew): [ wish to make a state-
ment for the information of hon. mem-
bers so that they may vot be taken un-
awares. I propose to hold a sitling of
the House to-morrow in order to intro-
duce a Supply Bill, and I desire that it
shall be passed through all its stages to-
MEIrow.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Cannot you introduce
it to-day?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Con-
sequently, T think I should notify members
of the House beforechand. The abject of
the Bill is ta enable advances to be legally
made to departments to pay salaries and
wages per medium of field orders, and
also to make payments on behalf of other
Governments as requested, including the
Home Government, sueh as the payvment
of Imperial pensions, Previously, such
consent has never been obfained by our
predecessors, they have gone on and spent
the money, and practically it was illegal
expenditure, but everything we do we pro-
pose to do constitutionally, and with that
object in view, we will submit this Bill
to-morvow for consideration.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: What are fleld
orders?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Field
orders are orders sent out for signature,
There is an amount of money for the Rail-
way Depariment, which may require
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£40,000 placed to their credit. As the
wages are paid the receipts ecome in and
the account is revived. It does nof inter-
fere with the state of the aecount eventu-
ally as the account is balanced.

Houn. M. L. Moss: Is that the only busi-
ness for fo-morrow?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
far it is.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Have you not got the
Bill to-day?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
Bill has to be submitted to another place.
I could bring it down to-day, but I
advized the Coloninl Treasurer not to sub-
mit it to this Houvse until members had
had proper notification. Several members
have returned to their homes and it would
not be fair to bring the Bill forward with-
out giving some notice at least. I beg to
give notice that to-morrow I shall move
for the suspension of Standing Orders,
in order to enable a Supply Bill to be
passed through all its stages.

So

QUESTION—FREMANTLE DOCK,
{CEMENT.

Hon. M. L. MOSS asked the Colonial
SBeeretary: 1, Was a contract made for
the supply of cement for the Fremanfle
Dock? 2, If so, the quantity already de-
livered? 3, What iz the guantity sfill un-
delivered? 4, What is the intention of the
Government with regard to the quantity
still undelivered?

The COLONIAL
plied: 1, Yes. 2, 19,000 casks.
casks. 4, There is sufficient demand in
other Government works to absorh the
balanee in twelve or eighteen months.

SECRETARY re-
3, 51,000

QUESTION—LEGISLATIVE COUN-
CIL ELECTORAL ROLLS.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH asked the
Colonial Seeretary: 1, Is it the intention
of the Government to instruct the Chief
Electoral Officer to enrol on the Legis-
lative Council rolls of the respeciive Pro-
vinees the names of all persons whose
names appear on the electoral lists of any
Municipality or Road Board District, in
respect of property within such provinee
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of the annual rateable value of not less
than £17, as provided by Subsections (5)
and (6) of Section 15 of the Coustilution
Act Amendment Aect, 18999 2, If not,
why not?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1 and 2, No instruction is neces-
sary, because all persons having a rate-
payer’s qualifieation, as prescribed by See-
tion 15 of the Constitution Aet Amend-
ment Act, 1899 (as amended by Aet No.
31 of 1911), are emrolled on sending a
claim to the registrar in accordance with
Section 42 of the Electoral Act, 1907.

QUESTION — STATE STEAMSHIP
SERVICES.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH asked the
Colontal Secretary: Will he lay upen the
Table of the House the file relating to the
purchase by the Government of steamers
for the North-West trade, and containing
the opinion of the officers of the Crown
Law Department on the constitutional as-
peet of such purehase.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: If the hon. member will move for
the information in the nsual way, the mat-
ter will then reeceive consideration.

QUESTION—WORKERS’ HOMES.

Hon., H. P. COLEBATCH asked the
Colonial Secretary: 1, How many appli-
cations has the Workers’ Homes Board
received for advances under Part IV. of
the Workers’ Homes Act (freehold
homes) ? 2, How many of these have been
granted? 3, How many refused? 4, Total
amount advanced to date under Part IV.
of this Aect.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-

plied: 1, Nipety-six. 2, Six up to date.
3, Two. 4, Three hundred and fifteen
pounds.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Doy—Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the previous
day on the Address-in-reply which had
been amended on motion by ‘Hon.
M. L. Moss, to read as follows :—* May
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it ploase your Excellency, We, the Legis-
lative Council of the Parliament of the
State of Western Australia in Parlia-
ment assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gragious Sovereign.
and to protest against éxpenditure in-
curred by your Excellency’s Ministers
without an Act of Appropriatien, such
procedure being derogratorv to the
privileges of Parliament and subversive
of the Constitution, while in addition
thereto the proposal contained in Your
Excellency's Speech, implying that a
ratification by the Legislative Assembly
of such unauthorised expenditure is
sufficient in law, ignores the conssitu-
tional rights of the Legislative Council.”

Hon. F. CONNOR (North): I promise
not to detain the House very long es I
thinlk hon. members desire the motion
to go to the vote, but when I was speak-
ing on the amendment I omitted to
refer to these new enterprises into which
the Government are eatering. I be-

Heve it is the fashion now to call them -

socialistic enterprises but I prefer to
call them new enterprises. I think that
when the Giovernment get these ventures
going, an alteration or an amendment
of the Audit Act will be necessary. T
hope the Government will bring down
an amendment to the Audit Act where-
by & balance sheet and an independent
audit for each and every one of these
enterprises will be available to both
Houses of Parliament.

Hon. B. C. 0'Brien: What do you call
an independent audit ?

Hon. F, CONNOR : A public audit.
It means that we employ an auditor,
or a firm of auditors, eatirely indepen-
dent to the ruling powers, which are the
Government. Satisfaction would have
to be given in the carrying out of these
enterprises and the public should be
satisfied as regards what is happening
in every one of them.

Hon. B. C. O'Brien: Goodness gra-
cious ! What will you do with the Aundit
Department ?

Hon, ¥. CONNOR : 1 ask that an in-
dependent audit should  be provided
for, and 1 hope that if the Government
fail to do this, they will not take offence
if any private member of either House
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brings it forward. An amendment will
be brought down by somebody, and if
the Government will not do it, that is
their province. Personally, I do not
want to interfere with their province,
but I think such an amendment should
be o (Ctovernment measure when it does
come, and I hope thai it will be carried.
In my remarks the other night I referred
to the price of cattle and the cost of
marketing them, and I told hon. mem-
bers the prices which cattle had brought
on this market for the last few years.
I shall now come nearer home, and tell
hon. members what cattle brought at
the sales at South Fremantle yesterday.
Yesterday was the usual sales day, and
cattle were marketed and sold under
the hammer to the highest hidder. The
lowest price for fat cattle was £6 Ts. 6d.
and the highest price was £10 17s. 6d.
the average being £8 6s. 83d. per head.
In the shipment of cattle to which I am
referring, there was 628, and out of that
number, quite 33 per cent. were inferior
cattle or stores. Nomne of these inferior
cattle were included in the figures I am
quoting at present, or I should say
practically none of them. There were
cattle in that shipment which had to be
sold on long terms and at low prices.
Taking the gross price at which the
firms of Dalgety, and Elder Shenton
sold this shipment yesterday, and taking
the cost of the Government freight at
£3 per head, the cost of bringing these
cattle from the station and marketing
them here will run into £4 15s. 2d., that
gives the price for prime fat cattle at
yesterday’s sales as £3 11s. 6d.

Hon. B. C. O’Brien : Roughly speaking
what was the weight of the cattle ?

Hon., F, CONNOR : Close on 600lbs.
Will hon. members tell me how the
CGovernment are going to cheapen the
price of meat under those conditions,
and when the stores are sold and the
averages of the shipment made up, it
will be found that the price will be comn-
siderably below £3 per head, and for
better cattle, too, than the Government
can bring down. It was the higher
price that I quoted when I spoke before,
the average having been £7 10s. during
the past four years, and it will be seen
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now therefore that the price has risen.
If the Government succeed in bringing
down the price of beef, what are they
going to give the small man for his
cattle. The steamers were not bought
8o much to reduce the price of meat as to
help the small man, and it looks as if
the small man were going to get about
£2 10s. for his cattle on the station.
If the Government reduce the price of
beef materially the small man will get
nothing. Hon. members who have
studied this question will know that I
am talking facts. There was one lot
of fat cattle sold yesterday, good prime
beef, at £6 7s. 6d. per head, and it was
a comparatively good sale. How much
is the grower going to get ! He pays £4
15s. to bring the cattle down and.market
them, and he will receive £1 12s. 4d.
per head, and that is if there is no mor-
tality, but the mortality risk has to be

taken off. The whole thing is absurd,
and will not hold water to work on; yet .

that wes the position yesterday. Now
1 come to to-day, when sheep sales were
held at the Government yards at North
Fremantle, and, I think, judging from the
results, I would fes! inclined to patronise
the Government Yards at North Fre-
mantle in future, beause mutton fetched
there up to 10d. & pound. The lowest
price paid was 74d., and the average
834d. If prime beef sells at 33d. a pound
and mutton fetches 73d. and as much
at 10d., I want to know why there is a
row about beef and no row about mutton.
I have said this before, but it will bear
repetition. There have been five stea-
mers purchased, the “ Wexford,” the
“TUna™ the “ Darius,” the “ Mongolia,”
and the “ Euryalus,” and on this sub.
ject an excellent leading article appeared
in the goldfields paper, the Kalgoorlie
Miner, commending the purchase of the
ships, which the article went on to say
might be useful in case of war. I am
going further, and will ask the Govern-
ment to purchase plates in order to
armour-plate the ships, and then we
shall have the commencement of a West-
ern Australian navy. When that takes
place very little will be required to arm
the vessels, because our trades hall guns
and political guns will be numercus
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enough to assist in equipping the fleet. I
think the best purpose to which this
fleet can be put, and certainly the most
effective way of making the vessels
useful will be to convert them into
submarines. I was walking along the
street with a friend of mine, and while
passing & butcher’s shop, I thought of
the quotations for beefi which the
leader of the House told us about
the other evening, and I asked my
friend to accompany me into the shop
and look at the goods which were for
sale, 1 have wrapped up here some.
thing of what we saw.

Hon. J Cornell: I rise to & point of
order. I think the hon. member is out
of place ; he should be in the dining room.

The PRESIDENT : I have a precedent
for the intreduetion of an exhibit in
debate, in the famous dagger scene of
Edmund Burke in the British House of
Commons, and the production of that
dagger as an exhibit proved a failure in
the debate., There is no point of order.

Hon. F. CONNOR : This will not prove
a failure because it is very eatable. I
went into the shop with my friend and
we looked round but did not take the
best or the worst of the exhibits. We
saw this particular exhibit in the shop
marked for sale. It was 5} pounds, of
very prime brisket beef, and the price
of it was ls. 10d. and here is the ticket.
I paid for the beef and horrowed the
ticket.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh : What did it cost
to produce that beast at Kimberley ?

Hon. F. CONNOR: T have told
hon. members the price of beef at Kim-
berley, and also informed them that the
prices did not pay the grower,

The PRESIDENT : The exhibit can
be pleced on the Table.

Hon. F. CONNOR : T was going to ask
for permission to place it on the Table,

but I thought I might have been ruled

out of order. I have said all T wanted
to say, and I have proved the figures
which I gave the other night by making
comparisons. I trost now that the
Government will bring down an amend-
ment of the Audit Act, so that the people
may see, in the manner which I have
already explained, what each of these
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individual enterprises will cost the coun.
try, and show what profit, if any profit
there is to be, has resulted. It would be
altogether unfair for the Government
to embark on enterprises of this descrip-
tion without having to pay income tax,
Would that be fair competition to people
who have put all their eapital into the
development of similar industries in
this country ? I do hope that if a profit
is made that at least the people who are
in similer businesses will be placed on a
gimilar footing as the Government.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East): I
am sure it must be gratifying to the
mover of the amendment which was
carried last night to find that there have
already been results. The Colonial Sec-
retary has informed this House that
though previous Governments expended
certain moneys without Parliamentary
autherity, his Government have decided
that everything shall be done constitu-
tionally. It is exceedingly gratifying
%o find that this order dates from our
debate on Mr. Moss' amendment. When
speaking to the amendment T mentioned
that I had a few things to bring before
the House and especially before the
leader of the House, which it would not
be well to mingle with contentions matter.
I want first to ask the Minister to im-
press upon his colleague, the Minister for
Lands, two or three things, for some of
which, there is no blame attachable to
the Minister or to the Government. A
case came under my notice & fortnight
ago in which & very great improvement
could be made in administration. Lands
were classified for sale, and thrown open ;
the selector took up two portions ed-
joining, the one classified at 5s. per acre
and the other at 13s. per acre, largely
because it had a fine supply of jam
timber for fencing. When he got his
approval he went to take possession,
and found that all the jam trees had
disappeared. A man claiming to have
a permit from the forestry departiment
to cut timber had cut and removed the
jam timber between the date of the
selector's application and the date of
approval. Now, I do not think it would

be possible to prove blame either on the
part of the department or on the part
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of the selector, but T want to point out
that it would be well, and a very simple
preventive, if when lands were classified
they were to be closed against timber
cutting. It would mean little or no
hardship upon anybedy, and it would
prevent such injustice to the settler as
happened in this case. The selector has
placed his case before the department,
to see what remedy there may be ; if it
is proved that the cutter held the per-
mit, there is no remedy against him,
and if he did not hold a permit there
might still be no remedy.

Hon, M. L. Moss : Does not a permit
suthorise & man to cut anywhere in the
State ?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : Anywhere on
Crown lands ?

Hon. M. L. Moss: Then you would
never be able to proceed against him.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: No, but a
simple remedy lies in removing classified
land from the permit ; that could easily
be arranged by regulation. Another
suggestion I wish to make to the Minister
for Lands, through the leader of the
House, is that he should give attention
to the Denmark settlement. I have
recently been there, and looked into the
distress of many of the settlers on that
concession. 1 am not blaming the Gov-
ernment ; the time for blame is past, or
rather the mistakes are over, hut uniess
some relief is found for the settlers on
that estate I do not see how any of them,
certainly very few, will be able to retain
their holdings. The first trouble ivas
that such high prices were placed on the
lands that only men who knew nothing
of values would take them up, and most
of the selectors were of that stamp—mnew-
comers, who knew nothing about the
land, and goldfields men who had not
been acquainted with land before, and
who, in such circumstances are always
incapable of judging land values, Now
this concession was largely settled
fromm those two sources, and lands
were taken up at fabulous prices, but
to-day, the whole estate is in this con-
dition—that unless the Clovernment in-
terpose it is unpossible for any but &
very iew of those men to maintain them-
selves on their holdings. There is an-
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other featwre ; -the Covernment own
nearly the whole of the township, and all
those buildings, with perhaps two or
three cxceptions, have been condemned
by the health authorities ; rightly so,
but the government simply sit back, and
take no action.

The Colonial Secretary: Are they
accupied ?
Hon. J. F. CULLEN : Some of them

-are occupied and some are not, but I do
not say this is a case for careful inquiry
with a view to doing justice and rectify-
ing & wrong in connection with that
estate.

Hon. F. Davis: On what grounds
were they condemned ?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : As being unfit
for habitation.

Hon, F, Davis: For what reasons ?

Hon, J. F. CULLEN : On account of
their dilapidated condition.

Hon. F. Davis: They must have be-
come dilapidated very quickly; I saw
them at Christmas, and they were all
right then.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : That is the
position now, at any rate; and I, in a
most friendly way, commend the matter
for inquiry, in order that the best may
be done for settlers who have been
wronged, and most of whom are doing
‘their best. 1 want to say a further word
to the Minister for Lands, through the
- ‘Colonial Secretary. I find on the Table
his new regulations with regard to town
and suburban lots. It is hardly neces-
sary to point out to this House that
these regulations mean an unwise strain-
ing of executive authority. The Cov-
.ernment, it appears, have made up their
mind to terminate the granting of free-
hold, and to bring about leasehold
estate ; had the Government brought
«lown a Bill amending the Land Act,
and put their policy in & manful way
before Parliament, well and good ; it
would then have rested with Parliament,
and public opinion behind Parliament,
to say that the Government were wrong,
but the Government, instead, by a new
regulation, stopped the sale of town and
suburben jots. That is a high-handed
action, and I hold an illegal one. I
maintain that if anyone who desires to

"of things ?
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purchase a town lot chooses to put down
his deposit and ask for the lot to be put
up for auection, it would have to be put
up, or the Government would be liable
to very serious litigation. Now the
Governmenst, gratuitously, without uar-
gency or need, tabled new regulations,
gazetted them, and acted upon them. In
view of the announcement of the leader of
the House about constitutional proce-
dure, why did not the Government sub-
mit their proposed change to Parliament?
What was the harry ? If a few town and
suburban lots were sold in the meantime,
what great harm could be done by a little
further acting under the old condition
Would it not he the only
manly course to bring down s Bill cover-
ing the change that the Government
desired to effect ? I want to say that
the Government should now, as soon as
possible, deal with this matter.

The Colonial Secretary : They propose
to do so.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : If the Govern-
ment can get Parliament to approve of
the change from freehold to leasehold as
the policy of this country, weill and
good ; but while the thing is in suspense
an immense amount of injury is being
done in the way that the Government
do nat appreciate. The champions of
the Covernment have said, ‘ Why, in
spite of our announcement of the lease-
hold policy, there have been quite as
many applications for country lands as
before.”” Can we not understand that
their announcement might even cause
a rush of applicants to get in before the
change could be made ? This un-
doubtedly has bheen one effect of their
anouncement that they would, at some
time, bring in a Bill to end the sale of
Crown lands, and substitute a leasehold
system. The first impulse would be for
those who intended to select land to
rush in and get the freehoid while they
could ; that, no doubt, accounts for the
fact that the applications for country
lots have not, in the aggregate, fallen
off. But what about the effect upon
those who do not know the circum-
stances ¢ When news of the intended
change went to the Eastern States and
Great Britain, the people there would
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conclude that, before they could get to
Western Australia and select, the change
might be effected. I am satisfied this
has had a considerable effect already
in the other States and in the Mother-
land. “ But,” Ministers say, ‘‘look at
the number of immigrants we are still
securing in spite of our poticy.” But
nearly all these immigrants were con-
tracted for before any fear of disturb-
ance got abroad.

The Colonial Secretary : Oh, no.

Hon. J. ¥, CULLEN : Nearly all. One
Minister has boasted, “ Why, we have
more applications for nominated pas-
sages than ever before; there is a most
unprecedented rush to nominate immi-
grants.” But, the Minister did not add,
I brought that ahout by anncuncing
that after a certain date the passage
money would be multiplied by three.”
Would not the natural effect of that be
to bring about a rush for the time being ?
Surely Ministers can understand that
any condition of uncertainty must have
a demaging eficet, especially on popu-
lations at o distance. TPeaple who hear
ramours of revolutionary changes, and
are not near enough to gauge how much
they mean, naturally say they will take
no risks, and people who have bheen
contemplating coming to our shores or
investing in our country have heen
prejudiced against coming, I hope the
Minister is right in saying that soon
Parliament will have an opportunity of
saying yes or no to their proposed change.
Now I want to say a word for the Minister
to convey to the Railway -Department.
Most people think that as time goes on
life grows faster ; mow in the Railway
Department we becorme more and more
leisurely, and T want the Minister to ask
the department to let us have a little
more activity, and a little more time-
saving. Speaking of our old railway
gervice, we had a daily train that ran
from Perth to Katanning in eleven hours,
and back again in eleven hours. There
were frequent complaints about late
trains ; and it would appear that the
Commissioner must have asked, ‘ How
much are they late,”” and the answer was,
' Sometimes as much as two hours,”
and the Commissioner brought in a
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remedy. - What was it?. It was to
lengthen the time table by two hours.
I have heard of a boy in school who was
kept in twice for being & quarter of an
hour late, and he suggested to the
teacher that the trouble could be got
over by opening the school a quarter
of an hour late. That is the policy of
the Commissioner of Railways. He hes
put a couple of hours on to the time
table ; and instead of an occasional train
being late, now they are all late this two
hours. Really people have not the
time. It is all very well for life insur-
ance agents or commercial travellers,
because they can do a lot of business on
the way—there is time at most of the
stations to run in a few clients—but the
customers of the railway, the general
travellers, would like to have a little
more expedition. Now I am coming
down to a small matter. I want the
Minister in the interests of the health of
the passengers to say to the Commissioner
that the time has come when every train
must have at least one lavatory on it.
Not only is it a matter of health, but
in some cases it is a matter of life. There
are o number of journeys, especially on
the agricultural lines, which occupy a
considerable part of the day. This
matter is a smeall one, but it is & serious
one. Along with that T would like
to ask what idiocy has come to play to
make the sanitary compartments padded
cells without pads. One would think
that the passengers had gone mad. They
are put into little cells absolutely without
any reason whatsoever. Now one other
matter in connection with the railways.
I think the time has come for a further
general reduction of freights, especially
on the agricultural lines.

» The Colonial Secretary : We have made
a big reduction already.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN ; There is a re-
duction in the shilling terminal charge
which had some rhyme or reason ahout
it because it represented a real expense in
working the district lines, but that is such
& trivial thing, that 1s. per ton terminai
charge ; it is practically an unappreciable
reduction to the bulk of those using the
railways.
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- The Colonial Secretary: It is a big
item to the farmers.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: It means the
merest fraction on each invoice, and it
represented a real expense to the depart-
ment, because otherwise these railway
extensions were treated as part of the
whole length of the line, which was a
great thing for us on those agricultural
lines. What I am pointing out is, how-
ever, that it is a long time since freights
were reduced. Every year brings such
an increase in the volume of business
as to justify periodical revision of freights.
‘What I am afraid of is that the profits
that have been made—and, T think, un-
duly made ; because freights have heen
unduly kept up—are apt to go to other
things though the first claim upon
themn is the lowering of freights. I have
no sympathy with the common telk
about helping this man and heiping that
man ; but here is a true business ar-
rangement that the customers of the
railways have the right to demand. The
railways are not merely common carriers,
they are Q(Government instruments for
the opening up of the country, and on those
Jines no profits should be made ; that is
to say, all freight and charges should be
cut to the lowest that the service will
aillow. Now the time has come for the
further revision of freighis, and that is
the best possible way to encourage
settlement of the country, that is, to
carry the produce of the settler at the
lowest possible rate. Now 1 am coming
to two or three general matters. First,
I would like a little light with regard to
the management of the Government
steamers. The Government, in starting
a new service, on which the eyes of the
whole country will be, will naturaily say,
“We must have the best possible
manager we can get.” I do not say
they have not a good man ; but if they
have, it is by good luck rather than by
good management., In the first place,
they offered a salary which warned off
capable men in the country. The
manager, according to the advertise-
ment, was to begin with £360 with a
maximum, no matter how good he might
te, that would never be more than £480.
That was the advertisement, £360 with
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the utmost hope that he might rise to
£480. What kind of manager did the
Government expect to get for that ?

Hon. J. Cornsell : A pretty good man.
He had opportunities.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : Iid the Gov-
ernment consider what salaries were
being paid to men in correspending posi-
tions in private enterprises ¥ Did they
consider this for a moment ? No. The
Government are from the forecastle,
rather than from the bridge, and they
fixed the salary accordingly. That is
their idea of management. They offered
this manager a clerk’s salary. I do not
know how many applicants they had,
I do not know how good the man they
got may be, but I know, and everyone
who knows anyihing of business knows,
that if they had offered a proper salary
there would have been many applicants
that would never dream of going in for
£360. But the most remarkable part of
it has yet to come. The papers are on
the Table of the House, and what do
they show ? They show that on the
13th June the Government notified
the manager of his appointment, not
at £360, but at £480. Now, I say
this was an wutter injusitice to other
applicants, or other gualified men who
would have been applican‘s. They go
behind their own offer, with no notifi-
cation to the public, and they offer this
man the maximum sum of £480.

Hon. J. Cornell : They thought he was
worth it.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: That i bad
enough, but there is worse still behind it.
The officer received the appointment in
that first letter I mentioned for six
months on probation, subject to medical
examination. That was on the I13th
June. On the same day—indeed, it is
doubtful which letter reached him firat-—
he got another letter saying this:—

In pursuance of my letter of even
date, advising you of your appoint-
ment as business manager of the State

Steamship Service Department, 1 beg

to inform you that the Government

guarontees—
No Public Service Commissioner about
it. * Government guarantees’'—

that if your services prove satisfaccory
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your appointment will at any time
during the term of probation be made
for a period of not less than five years
at an increased rate of salary.
Now, I say that this is & breach of the
Public Bervice Act ; it is utterly unjust
to other possible applicants ; it is an un-
heard-of piece of usurpation of power by
Ministers of the Crown.

The Colonial Secretary : He is not under
the Public Service Act. .

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : How can the
Ministers of the day promise a five years’
appointment ?

The Colonial Secretary : How did the
James Government promise it ?

Hon. J. F. CULLEXN : Two wrongs do
not make one right, even if it be proved
that the James Government did wrong.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: They dd it hy
legislation.

Hon. M. L. Moss: If we admit that
principle, Ministers can appoint a man
for 20 years, and for breach of contract
he may land the country into thousands
of pounds for compentation. ‘

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : The leader of
the House has said this man is not going
to be under the Public Service Act.
How does he know ? At present he has
no Act protecting him or covering him
whatever. Who is to guarantee him his
next year’s salary, supposing the present
Government are out of office 7 Not the
Ministers. I say it is a high-handed and
gratuitous and foolish over-stretching
of the powers of Government, and an
utterly unjust over-stretching ; because
they first limited the applicants by
offering a clerk’s salary, and then, after
they fixed on one maen, they gave him
very much more than had been offered
to the public. Altogether it is a piece
of gratuitous blundering, and I do not
see how any explanation or defence can
be made for it. Now, I want to take
up this excursion of the Government's
into State socialissn  on  somewhat
broader grounds. Why cannot Minis-
ters have the courage of their policy ;
and why can they not in a manly, open
way tell Parliament and the country
what they are really aiming at 7 What
are we to expect by this hasty and rash
purchase of steamers? May we take

(COUNCIL.)

Mr. Cornell as a fair exponent of the
Government’s mind and intentions ¥
There is no beating about the bush with
Mr. Cornell. He tells the House that
every action by & union is only a stepping
stone to more. That is to say there is to
be no limit. Tn other words, they are
going for the abolition of the employer,

Hon. J. Cornell : Certainly ; 1 repeat
it.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : That is honest.
It may be stark foolishness, but it is honest
and emphatic. They are going for the
abolition of the employer. Now, are the
Government going for that ?

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: I think
should give notice of that guestion.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : If they are not,
how are they going to justify this little
excursion into the steam carrier indus.
try ¢ It has already been proved by
speakers opposing the Government's
point of view that the real difficulty in
the trade is not between Fremautle and
Wyndham, but between Fremantle and
Pertl. Tt is not on the sea, but on the
land. Are these stemmers going to be
fitted with wheels so that they may do
the land business ?

The Colonial Secretary: I will show
vou that it is on the land too.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: So far the
speakers on the Government side have
not shown very much, and least of all
have they attempted to show any diffi-
culty at sea. The difficulty is between
Fremantle and the consumer. What
could be less contestable than the case
put up by Mr Connor?! Would the
CGlovernment have beef sold at less than
from 2jd. to 3jd. ? How is the grower
to live ¥ Would the Government enter
into the business to Kill the grower v
Could they give the grower less than
from 23d. to 33d? It appears to me the
Government have started on the sea,
and that they are considerably at sea
when they ought to be on the land. The
funny pert of it is that this urgent rush
to get boats has only this result: that
while the bullocks are being fattened
somewhere, the first boat ready has to
go on tramp and carry for a boss bucea-
neer. I do not think the hardest fate
could have been more cruel to the Gov-

you
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ernment. * The rash beginning has come
‘to the humiliation of tramp service to a
boss buceaneer, not in bullocks, certainly,
but in sheep. However, any little epi-
sode of that sort is only serious by
what it means. Are the Governrhent
really settled in their policy of State
socialism *?
Hon. J. Cornell : State capitalism.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Have they
really studied the question ¥ What is
going to come of it ? Are they hoping
that they may get legislation to secure
‘them in the market and kill the private
-employer in one act, or do they seriously
think they can compete with the private
-employer ¢ In the matter of railway
“building they have taken the bull by the
‘horns and said “ We will ensure our own
safety. We are taking care that we will
never be beaten by the private capitalist.
‘We will never let him have any railways
to build, and so we can say, look how
cheaply we build these lines, there is
nothing to compare with it.” Are
Ministers prepared in connection with
brickmaking, sawmilling, and steamer
running, are they going to bring in legis-
lation to give them & monopoly, and if
not do they really dream of being able to
compete with private enterprise ? They
.can only do it by charging the deficit
to the general taxpayer, not openly, but
under cover,

Hon. J. Cornell : What is your author-
ity ?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : Tt is always done.
Even in connection with the steamers
we have it openly said that it would not
seriously matter if, for a time, they were
run at a loss ; that is to say, the general
taxpsayer would have to pay. It is the
only chance for State socialism on a
-small scale, that its faults and deficits
«can be hidden and covered. There has
not been a single work carried out by day
labour by any Government in connection
-with which the public have had the full
fects. Parliament may eall for returns,
and when the returns come most vital
items are missing from the pages, specifi-
cations have been watered down to suit,
or jtems of expenditure omitted alto-
gether. It stands to reason that the
Private employer can do better than the
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Government every time. He will al-
ways get more work done then will the
Government, and I suggest to Ministers
that thiey will do rhuch better with a
little bit of State socialism than With a
Iot ; because while they have the general
taxpayer to come to the rescue and bear
the briht they can cover up the faults
and deficits. But the dream that if all
were in the Government oay, a few hours
per day would suffice for working, ard
we would all do what we pleased, and
be as happy as Larry, is the mdst childish,
puerile and hopeless delusion thit any
rian cen cherishi: I am not geing to
further labor this positich, but I sk
Mihisters to wvery seriously donsider
what they are entering upon and to be
very careful of what they are in for.
They might run the steamers on tramp
service,cdtrying a cargo of coal now, and
a cargo of the boss buccaneers’ sheep
another timeé; but how paltry and.
humiliating & come-down from what was
put before the electors as a catch-cry
last September and October—the cheap-
ening of meat—the Government of the
country coming down to tramp service
to the boss buccaneers! The thing is
hurniliating. T want to say a few words
as to the defence of their policy put
forward by the Government. It is al-
ways wise for Cabinet, whatever they
decide to say, that all should agree to
say the same thing. That is the first
canon of safety. The amusing part of
the Government’s defence just now is
that the Governor’s Speech declared
that steamers had been purchased, and
that one House of Parliament would be
asked to ratify and approve that pur-
chase. The Speech practically admits
the need for some ratification. It does
not say where the money is eoming from,
but it says distinctly that the Govern-
ment would not be quite comfortable
until they got ratification and approval.
When the Colonial Secretary answered
Mr. Moss, he said that this was a mistake.

The Colonial Secretary : I did not say
it was a mistake.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : No, not in those
words., 'What the Minister said was that
the Speech did not mean what anybody
would think it meant ; it did not mean
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that the Government were asking for
rat.fication or approval at all of this
steamer purchase.

The Colonial Secretary : I said it was
not asking for an appropriation.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: We are told
that it referred to consequent expendi-
ture, upkeep, oil. cotton waste and
the like—that that was what it referred
to. This is exactly the force of the
Colonial Secretary’s defence. He said
it did not refer to the steamer purchase
at all, that that had been passed ; that
it referred to anything the Government
might want later, and that they would
like an appropriation for oil and waste,
but not for steamers, that they were a
mere detail. Now, when the hon. Mr.
Dodd came to follow after the Colonial
Secretary, he knew, because he has some
clearness of head, that this defence would
not hold water. So he set to work on the
lines followed in the Speech, and ad-
mitted thet there would have to be a
ratification. But the funny part was
his quotation. He quoted from an
eminent suthority., There is no dis-
puting that. But so is the multiplica.
tion table an cminent authority—and
the one has about as much application
to Mr. Moss's charge as has the ather.
Mr. Dodd read extracis giving prece-
dents for the using of contingency money
or Treasury advance, whichever you like
to call it, for the very things it was in-
tended to cover, unforeseen expenditure,
urgent demands on lines that Ministers
knew Parliament would approve. That
is all right. No one disputes that. But
the point here was that Ministers used
that Treasury advance for a big object
which they knew in their hearts Parlia-
ment would not approve, and it was be-
cause of the knowledge that Parliament
would not approve it they sneaked the
money from the Treasury advance and
put it to their unlawful and unconsti-
tutional purposes.

Hon. M. L. Moss : Are you sure it was
paid out of the Treasury advance ?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : Well assuming
that it was. Neither the Minister in
charge of the House not Mr. Dodd at-
tempted to answer the gravamen of Mr.
Moss’ charge.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon., J. Dodd {(Honorary Minister) :
You made the accusation, and it is for
your party to prove that it is uncon-
stitutional. That they cannot do.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: To my satis-
faction Mr. Moss proved it, and no
Minister has attempted to answer BMr,
Moss's arguments. They have tried to
slip away by quoting something applic-
able to something else, merely because
it was a good author quoted from. I
have some suspicion that the same acci-
dent happened to Mr. Dodd with these
extracts as in the case of that other one
which he desired to quote from the late
Mr. Throssell’s speech, namely, that his
typist turned over too many leaves and
read the wrong page. Now, I think the
preparer of his brief was preparing him
to answer something very different from
the charges made in the House. Every-
body admits the Government must have
8 contingency vote, and rnust use it for
excesses over votes.

Hon. J. Dodd (Honorary Minister):
It is & very paltry statement to make.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Well, every
member is entitled to his own opinion.
It is essential that the Government
should have contingency money at hand
for excesses over votes, for urgent and
uvngeen demands on lines that Ministers
know from precedent Parliament could
not reasonsbly object to. No one dis-
putes that. But they have not answered
Mr. Moss's charge at all. IKnowing that
one House of the Legislature would not
approve of the expenditure, why did
Ministers go behind the back of Parlia-
ment, why allow the first session to go by
without submitting the trading Bilt ?
And when Parliament closed, why go
behind the back of Parliament and take
the Treasurer's advance money for some-
thing they knew Parliament would ob-
fect to. There has been no answer to
that., Furthermore, the real gravamen
of the charge which one hon. member
tried to burk by a point of order,
is this: that the Government pretended
to believe that it would be only neces-
sary to get ratification from one House
of Parliament instead of from both.
Remember, it was not the spending
of £60,000 but the introduction of an



{17 Jorny, 1912.]

abzolutely new policy contradicting the
whole policy of the country in the past.
There has been no attempt to answer that
except by the hon. member who tried to
burk it, and who really suggested that
Ministers might hide themselves under
the viceregal table. DPossibly, when
the leader of the House gets up he
may be able to give an answer to Mr.
Moss's charge.

The Colonial Secretary : It is too late
now,

. Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Not to the
country if the Miuister has any answer.
I have heard a Minister who knew he had
no answer to a charge, take a lot of
trouble to get himself ruled out of order.
The leader of the House will not do that,
I am sure. If he has an answer let hin
bring it before the.House and the coun.
try. Why do the Government, knowing
this House would not endorse the steamer
policy, let a session go by and start in the
recess. Why did the Government say,
“We do not need the approval of this
from the Legislative Council, but only
irom the Legislative Assembly *’ 7 What
has the Minister to say in defence of these
two gross breaches of constitutional
practice ! FPossibly the Minister will tell
us thot, although the steamers eanmot
possibly reduce the price of carcase meat
at Fremantle, the Government may get
their point by opening butchers’ shops. I
hope Ministers, if they have any such idea,
will not, without wvery grave consider-
ation and consultation of Parliament,
become traders in butchers’ meat. I
heard to-day that one shop had heen
taken—I1 do not know whether that is
true—and 1 actually had a copy of the
Ministerial notice, or what purports to
be a copy, supplied fo me. I do not
know whether it is anthentic.

The Colenial Secretary : A dodge -
Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Yes. I do not

know if it is authentic, but I will give the
House the benefit of it. It reads this

way—
O Yes! O Yes! O Yes!
Stop ye wageslaves. Look both ways
at once:

Bullock beef for the million a5 million
prices
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Best:fish in the world ; Stingray always
on hand.

Roll up ye womenZand men,

Cockies, swaggies, mothers.of-ten,

Fatten your £5 girls end boys

On Government] sausage, tripe, and
saveloys,

Our motto : Sell under cost and live on
the volume of trade.

There might have heen a better motto :
Sell under cost and charge the cost to the
tax-payers. It goes on to sey—

N.B.—Whilst the first shipment of bul-
locks are fattening, the * Kwinana
will go on “ tramp -’ under hire to a
boss buccaneer.
Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
Who is the author ?°

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew): An analysis of the debate
which has been in progress during the
last fortnight ought to convinee any un-
biassed person that if the Government
have been guilty of any sins of omission
or commission they cennot be of a
particularly henious character. There
has Dbeen wholesale condemmnation of
certain phases of the Government policy,
for instance, there has been very strong
condemnation of the steamer purchase.
We have also been accused of an attempt
to make an inroad on the rights and
privileges of this House, but apart from
these, the charges levelled against us
have not been of a very serious nature.
The Trades Hall grant has been criticised,
but members have forgotten the iact
that the question will be submitted for
considerstion in due form. A lot of
irrelevant matters have been imported
into the discussion, for instance, Mr.
Justice Higgins received a certain amount
of notice, and a very refined phrasc,
which was first uttered by a gentleman
who is ex"remely biassed against the
Judge, was given circalation in Western
Australis. Mr. King O’Malley's ex-
perience with the lumpers was trotted
out, and some members dealt at length
with the Brisbane strike and Andrew
Fisher's Administration. We had news-
paper ecuttings of what this Labour
man had said in the Eastern States, and
what that Labour man said, all having
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absoliitely no bearing on the question
under discussion, so that anyone who
has studied the matter impartially can.
not but come to the conclusion that
when members resort to material of this
kind they must have very few sticks
indeed to throw at the Labour Govern-
ment in Western Australia. Mr. Moss
wis very severe in his treatment of the
Ministry. He laid himself out to state
hiz case with all the vigour, energy, and
eloquence at his command, He was
caustic enough in all conscience, but
what of Mr. Cullen ? That honourable
gentleman strove to blast and wither us
up with one breath. He gave Mr, Dodd and
myself clearly to understand what we
might expect in this Chamber if the ad-
ministration of the Government was not
according to his particular ideas. I do
not knmow whether he was speaking
from inside information, or whether he
had consulted other members of the
Chamber, but there was a clear indica-
tion from his remarks that unless we
applied our pens to our departmental
files in accordance with his own ideas,
we should receive & very hot time from
members of this House, That is a very
peculiar attitude for any member to take
up, eand it is & very ugly sword indeed to
be hanging over myself and my collea-
gue in this Chamber. Should the thread
break and the sword fall, I only hope the
consequences will not be so serious as we
might be led to apprehend. Mr. Moss
has repeatedly asked in this House for
information as to what the Government
propose to do with reference to the
Savings Bank, and he has received on
every occasion a somewhat similar reply—

Hon. M. L. Moss : A somewhat evasive
reply.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : That
the matter was under consideration, I
very much regret indeed that I cannot
at this stage supply any further in-
formation to this Chamber. Negotia-
tions are still pending with a view to a
friendly settlement, and it would be a
great mistake if any statement were
made as to the nature of the negotia-
tions in view of the fact that such state-
ment might lead to a rupture in the
negotiations. I c¢an assure members

[COUNCIL.]

that the Government are even moare
closely interested in the matter than the
members of the Legislative Council. We
recognise that it is of the utmost im.
portance that we should have under
our ¢control the funds of the Government
Savings Bank, and we intend to take
every possible step in order to preserve
the rights of Western Australia in that
particular respect. Should we lose con.
trol of those funds, there is not the
slightest doubt we should be very severely
handicapped in carrying out our policy.
It the Federal Government take charge
of these funds and we have not a large
share in the control of them, it will be
& very serious matter for us as a Labour
Government.

Hon, M. L. Moss : I am glad you recog-
nise the gravity of it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
will give an instance of the value of the
Savings Bsnk funds. During the last
four months £193,000 was silent by the
Agrieultural Bank and the whole of that
money came from the Government
Savings Bank, and 445 persons partici-
pated in the loan. Should any hitch
occur in the negotiations, and, so far as
we can gee there is not much probability;
but should any hitech occur we are pre-
pared, with a week’s notice or a fort-
night's notice, to enter into competition
with the Federal State Bank ; but I do
not think members require me to give
every detail. Tt is undesirable at the
present stage, but if it becomes necessary
wo are fully prepared to meet the situa-
tion. It was stated during the course
of the debate that the Labour party in
Western Australia were unificationists.
That statement was macde by Mr. Moss,
and it was & most unwarranted state-
ment, from my experience. I know
hundreds of Labour men in Western Aus-
tralia who are strongly opposed to
unification. They feel that the Federal
authority should have control of national
affairs, but when it comes to matters of

domestic concern the State Parliament .

should have full control. If the Federal
Parliament had full control of the whole
of the Australian States, I am afraid the
development of the resources of the
States would not have full attention.
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There is no doubt, however, that the
feeling in favour of unification is growing
in Western Australin, and it is growing
right through Australia, and the reason
for it has been clearly explained by Mr.
Dodd. The attitude of the various
Legislative Councils towards the various
democratic measures has given a greater
fillip to the feeling in favour of unifi-
cation then anything else I know of.
Mr. Lynn pointed out the necessity for
deepening the Fremantle harbour. This
metter was brought before my notice by
the Fremantle Harbour Trust, and I at
once recognised the necessity for taking
steps, and I have asked the Public Works
Department to supply me with an esti-
mate of the cost of the work. When that
estimate is received the matter will be
presented to Cabinet, and will receive
prompt consideration. Mr. Connolly
spoke in defence of the establishment
of the aborigines cattle station. There
was no necessity whatever for that. I
uttered not one word of condemnation
of the action of the Wilson Government
in purchasing that particular property,
but at the same time I will say that it
was purchased altogether without Par-
liamentary authority, and up to the
present the sanction of the Legislature
has not been secured for that purchase.
Mr. Connolly stated that the establish-
ment of this station had put a stop to the
wholesale imprisonment of natives. We
have no evidence to prove that thaet is the
case. 1 can tell members what put a
stop to the wholesule imprisonment of
natives. The previous Government in.
troduced an amendment to the Aborigines
Act during the year 1911, and made pro-
vision that no plea of guilty should be
accepted from an aboriginal native who
was being tried for an offence except with
the consent of & protector. The result is,
although cattle stealing is going on, it is
useless to prosecute in view of this par-
ticular amendment unless pastoralists
whose cattle have been killed will come
and give evidence. I strongly approve
of the action taken by the previous Gov-
ernment, because I recognise, and have
discovered, that if a native is accused of
an ofience in a Court of Justice, in nine
cases out of ten whether innocent or
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guilty, he will plead guilty. The Wilson
Government decided to amend the law,
and wisely so, and the position now is,
that before an aboriginal native can be
convicted of an offence, evidence must
be given against him establishing his
guilt beyond ail doubt. That is the
reason why the gaols in the North-West
are empty, and why the country has been
saved, as Mr. Connolly stated, no less
than £4,000 a year.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: Is cattle-spear-
ing as prevalent now as it was?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: It is
very prevalent, but not in the immediate
vieinity of the station, and enly recently
I decided to establish another killing
depot, within about 150 miles of Moola-
bulla station. Judging by the speeches of
some members, there seems to be a sus-
picion that the Government is hostile to
immigration, but T can assare  them there
is no justification for arriving at that
conelusion, During last year 4,617 nomi-
nated immigrants arrvived in Western Aus-
tralia, and 4,984 assisted immigrants were
introduced into the State, or a tolal of
9,601, with a eapital of £67,168. During
the previous year, 1442 nominated, and
6,164 assisted, or a tofal of 7,660 immi-
grants, with a total capital of £42,784,
avrived in the State. Members might say
that a lot of these had been arranged for
by the previous Government, and that the
present Government would not have
brought them ont. I want to meet that
position, The nominations now reach an
average of 160 a week, or at the rate of
8,320 a year, with our sanction, and with
our approval.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Has the passage fare
been inereased?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
has been increased, in order to make it
nniform with the rates agreed fo by the
other States.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Why? -

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
were approached on the matter, uni-
formity was desired, good grounds were
stated for adopting a uniform rate, and
we fell in with the propesition.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: How much is the
increase?
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I ean
not give the amount. There was a dis-
cussion at the Premiers’ conference, and
as a result a conclusion was arrived at,
and we fell inio line with what was agreed
upon by the various Premiers at that con-
ference.

Hon. F. Connor: Why did you close the
Melbourne agency?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : At
present there are 4,370 nominated immi-
grants awaiting shipment.

Hon, J. F. Cullen: That is under the
old rate, I presume.

The COLONIAL SBCRETARY :
Partly under the old rate, and partly
under the new rate. T want to point out
the acenmulation when we took office, and
the aceumnlation to-day. The accumula-
tion at present 15 4,370, or 234 more than

when we took office. Members might
say that we are simply bringing

out immigrants arranged for by the pro-
vious Government, but the posifion is that
we have an accumulation of 234 move than
were arranged for on the 7th Oectober
last. We are not opposed to immigration,
but we have thoroughly decided that we
will not create an wnemployed diffienlty.
While it is possible to absorb these immi-
grants, and while they are being absorbed,
we shall have no hesitation in continuing
the policy inaugurated by the previous
Ministry, but at the same time ghould an
nnemployed difficulty be threatened, or
should we clearly see that there is a
danger in introdueing large numbers of
immigrants into Western Australin, we
shall not hesitate to take proper action.

Hon. F. Connor: Will you send for
King O’Malley?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
meat question ecreated a considerable
amount of diseussion, and Mr. Connur
asked why the Government have hought
these boats; he also said that the small
man is hot debarred from shipping eattle,
and that there is no monopoly in the
business. I will (ell the hon. member
what wused to oceur and what would
probabiy have continuned to oecur if the
influence of the Government had not been
felt. The big men nsed to charter hoats;
thev had full control of the space; Ihay

[COUNCIL.)

made contraets with small men, and very

" one-sided contracts they were; they would

make these contracts twelve months in
advanee, and would have the option to
take a certain number of eattle, or to take
none at all if it did not suit them.

Hon. F. Connor: That is not true.

- The COLONTAL SECRETARY: They
could take {hem at their own price.

Hon, F. Connor: That is not true.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
was the position, and I say it was a very
one-sided contraet. Only five months ago
we had 300 head of catile from the
aborigines’ station, and we wanted o
bring them to Fremantle.  Connor,
Doherty & Durvack, Ltd., offered £3 7s.
6d. per head for these cattle, at Wynd-
ham; Phillips offered us £3 10s., at the
same place, and endeavoured to arrange
freight, hut Connor, Doherty & Durack
quoted £4 a head, although T think AMr.
Connor stated, in the course of his speech,
that a fair rate was £2 7s. Gd. However,
Connor, Doherty & Durack’s quotation te
Philliys, for bLringing down our eattle,
was £4 a head, and consequently the deal
belween the Government and Phillips was
declaved off. and the cattle had to remain
in the East Kimberley distriet, and they
will have to stay there until the Govern-
ment boat brings them down next mounih.
That is car cxperienee, and, from infor-
mation T have gleared from a responsihie
officer in {le deparlment, that has been
the experience of small lholders in the
Kimberley distriet. Alv. Connor advocated
freezers, but i lis evidence given before
the Roya! Coummission on meat supply, in
1802, he stated thnt the large holders had
125,000 Lead of cattle in the East Kim-
berley distriet, and the small holders only
from 32,000 to 50,000 head of caitle.

Hon. F. Connor: That is aneient his-
tory, anvhow,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
not so lony since—only 314 years. The
freezers contemplated would cost not less
than £100.000, a water supply would have
to be provided. large buildings would have
to be erected, and triplicate parts pro--
vided for.

Hon. F. Connor: That is wrong.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
is taken from the evidence given by Mr.
Cairne, who iz an expert. Suppose we
went to the expense of erecting these
freezers at Wyndham, what position
would we be in? We would be at the
merey of the large holders, who control
the great bulk of the cattle in the East
Kimberley distriet.  The small holders
would not have sufficient stock to keep a
freezer that would cost £100,000 going,
and the ereciion of a freezer of that
magnitode will be necessary becanse can-
ning operations will have to be ecarried
on, Supposing the large holders refuse
for some veason ov other to patronise the
freezers, what position would the Gov-
ernment be in?  Members wmight say that
they will not do it, but how ean we say
definitely that they will not? The ¢ues-
tion of erecting freezers at Wyndham is
one for very serious consideration, and
the Government will require something
nmore than an assarance of support from
the large holders of cattle in that part of
the State.

Hon. F. Connor: It is not serious to
buy steamers, oh, no!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Pre-
vions Governments were considering the
matter for ahout seven years, but it is
strange no action was taken by them in
the direction of attempting to earry that
part of their policy into effect,

Hon. F. Connor: Yes they did; they
had their arrangements made.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Peo-
pPle want cheap meat, and the Government
intend to do all in their power io provide
it. Mr, Connor and Mr. McLarty pro-
vided stacks of stafisties with a view io
proving that meat was eheap in the metro-
politan area, but it will require more
than all the statisties they can furnich
to eonvince the housewives of Perth that
what they represent is an actnal fact.

Hon. F. Connor: That the price of beef
is 1s. 24.%

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
price of meat distribnted in Perth ranges
from 7d. to 1s. 2d. a pound.

Hon. F. Connor: That i1s wrong.

[18]
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Sev-
enpence is the price for cuts off the neck
and 8d. for eorned beef.

Hon, F. Connor: No, no.

The PRESIDENT : There is too much
interruption.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Nine-
pence is charged for steak, and 1s. 2d.
for the best steak.

Hon. F. Connor: Mr. President, if
mis-statements nre being put before the
House, eannot I as a member interject
to say that they are misstatements?

The PRESIDENT : Yes, in moderation,
but it is a continual rain.

Hon. F. Connor: Tt is a continual rain
of misrepresentations,

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
must sit down, and allow the Minister to
proceed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Beef
is retailed in Perth at from 7d. to 1s. 2d.
a pound, and I will prove it by invoices.
T will leave these invoices for any mem-
ber who cares to peruse them,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : When
the sitting was snspended I was dealing
with the price of meat as retailed in
Perth, and T stated that it was sold at
7d, for inferior, 8d. for corned beef, 9d.
for steak and 1s, 2d. for the hest steak.

Hon, J. F. Cullen; That is in some
shops.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Those
are the prices that T have had to pay, and
if hon. members are inquisitive T would
like to lay anr invoice I have on the Table
of the House side by side with Mr, Con-
nor’s exhibit of beef, so that it might be
perused-

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: Are they cash or
booked prices?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Booked, although the terms are weekly.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: That makes a
difference.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That
is the price of meat in Perth beyond a
doubt, 7&. to 1s. 24d. per Ib.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: The hon. member
admits the evidence on the Table of the
House.
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The COLONIAL SBECRETARY: I
will deal with tbat by and by, There is
no doubt that during the last week or so
prices may lhave come down, Only the
other morning I received a dodger by
post announcing a rednetion in the price
of meat. Ilr. Connor has laid his exhibit
un the Table of the House, and I propose
to read this dodger, and then place it
beside {he exhibit of beef. I will read it
without giving the name or the address of
the buteher.

The bloke that broke the meat ring.

Under patronage of the Labour Gov-
ernment. The old firm often bent!
You know the rest; turn over the next
leaf—never broke. 3lbs. steak, 1ls.;
4lbs. roast, 1s.; 3lbs. romp steak, 2s.;
chops, 6d.; legs, 6d.; ecorned beef,
3d.; Ballarat baeon, 6d.: shins, 1s.;
corned beef, 17s. per 100lbs, de-
livered railway station; 215 sausages,
1s.; 12lbs. Glerman, 3s.; saveloys, 1d.
each. Tram fare paid to any part of
Perth to the purchaser of 3s. worth of
meat. Train fare paid one way within
15 miles of Perth to any purchaser of
5s. worth of meat. No more robbery.
This business is for sale. The eondi-
tions are purchaser must sell 3lbs, steak
for 1s. Nuff said.

This is one of the direct results of the at-
tempt of the Labour Government to break
up the meat ring. Mr. Connor staied that
the cheapest meat in the world was sold
in Perth. T think it will be a difficult
matter for him to convinee the people of
Perth that that is the case. There is one
point on which there is no dispute, and
that is that the cattle are sold at Fre-
mantle from £6 to £6 10s. per head; that
means 2% per lh., with something like
£1 per head profit. The cost of slaughter-
ing is 6s. and the value of the fifth quar-
ter is £1 6s. 9d.; consequently there is a
profit of £1 on every head of cattle that
passes through the abattoirs, and besides
that, on the face of it, with cattle weigh-
ing 650lbs. sold for £6 10s, a head, it
should be possible to sell all the meat
wholesale at 2%4d. The question is, who is
making the profit? Someone must be
making it. Tf the price of meat is from
7d. to 1s. 2d. a b, and it passes from the
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abaitoirs at 2L.d.
must be making a
is soneone between the abatioirs and
the consumer, Hown. members might
say that lhere is the cost of dis-
tribution. The Royal Commission which
sat in 1908 heard the evidence of
A numher of experts, who stated that a
fair sum to charge for lhe distribution
was ld. per 1b., and the had debts had to
he taken inte consideration, and it was
eslimated that 14d. would be a fair
amount te provide. 1f we take 1d. per
tb. as the cost of distribution and 14d. as
the provision for bad debis, even then
someone will be making an extraordinary
profit, a profit to whick he is not en-
titled, and a profit which warranted the
Government in emharking on the present
undertaking.

Hon. J. F, Cullen: How will the steam-
ers help that? "

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I
have said there is a ring, and there is
every indication that the ring still exists.
The Royal Commission whieh sat Lo in-
quire into this matter was not such as
wounld lead anyone to believe that the
members comprised those who were en-
tirely in sympalhy with the Lahour cause.
Mr, R. W, Pennefather, a member of this
House, was Chairman, and the aother mem-
bers were the hon. Robert Laurie, M.L.C,,
Mre. H. Daglish, M.L.A., Mr. W. D. John-
son, M.T.A,, and Me. W. B, Gordon,
M.ILA. Mr. Daglish and Mr. Johnson
were the only men on that Commission
who adveeated the Labour cause. What
did the Commission report? After ex-
haustive inquiry—the report of the evi-
dence takes up no less than 410 printed
pages—and after sitting for months and
eiving the matter every consideration they
Say-—

per 1lb., somegne
huge profit. It

The prevailing practice in regard
to the wholesale disposal of meat is
extremely unsatisfactory. The trade
1s almost entirely in the hands of six
wholesale firms, three of whom con-
trol the largest pastoral interests in
Western Australia.

These are men who eannot be ¢onsidered
biassed in any respeet.
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These firms distribute nearly all the
meat consumed in the Metropolitan Dis-
trict, the vretailers purchasing from
them at prices fixed by a grader em-
ployed and paid by the sellers.

Is there not sirong evidence of a ring
there? This, too, is stronger language
than ever I have used.

The ability of these firms, working
in eonjunction, to fix and maintain
prices is largely due to the fact that
during one half of the year almost all
the beef supplies are drawn from the
Kimberleys, where the principal pas-
toral interests of the three wholesale
firms referred to are located. Up to
the last few months, although the
wholesule price of meat was fixed, the
retailer had entive freedom to deter-
mine his own retail charges. All this
has been changed in Perth and the
prineipal suburbs by the establishment
of a Retailers’ Association, consisting
of almost all the butchers within the
area it covers, from the managers of
Messrs. Holmes Bros, Ltd, and
Messrs. Fuller, Naughton & Co., Lid.,
down to the smallest vetailer. The
prineipal if not the only object sought
when this organisation was estab-
lished was to make an inerease and
create uniformity in the prices charged
for meat, so that the butehers might
‘make a profit in the futnre, and make
cood any less incurred in the past.
‘The frst work aceomplished by this
Association was the framing of a
scale of charges, which all retailers
were asked to enforee, and which has
heen closely adhered to during the
last four or five months. There have
heen inslances in which firms were al-
Jered to have sold at lower rates, and
to deal with such the association has
rrovided for heavy penalties in proved
cases.

I have made an investization and I think
the same state of affairs exists to-day,
although in a more intensified form.
Hon. F. Connor : That is nof true.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
remainder goes on to say—

There ¢an be no doubt that the

wholesale firms have refused supplies

~dition
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lo eerinin refailers whose prices were
lower than those agreed upon by the
Retailers’ Association.  Whilst the
control of supplies remains in  the
hands of a small number of wholesale
Hrms, it will always be possible for
them, by srrongement, to squeeze out
a retniler whose methods or prices are
objectionable to them,

This report was presented on the 18th

December, 1908.  That was the state of

affairs at  the close of 1908. and
from the evidence in the possession
of  the QGovernment 1f is the econ-

of things existing to-day. Ow-
ing to the reports made to us backing
up this report, and which showed that the
evil still existed, we decided "to embark
upon an undertaking which has elicited
so much criticism in this House. It was
unforseen expenditure. We were only
abont iwo months in office when the
Estimates were submitted. During the
recess, however, we gave the matter very
close consideration, and we discovered evi-
dence which led us to the eonclusion that
there was a meat combination and we
tried Lo do our best to break it up. The
first step was to get some control over
the shipping. What would have been the
use of making any attempt to break up
that combination if we had been in the
hands of the shipping companies? We
tried to get cattle down from the Abori-
gines’ stafion, but were blocked. They
wanted £4 a head and led us to believe
that urgent steps were necessary in order
to overcome the position. This expendi-
ture was certainly unforeseen. Ii wns
never contemplated when the House eloseil
down last session, bhut we felt that we
eould juslify our position when Parlia-
ment met again, We have done nothing
illegal. In the past there has been ex-
penditare which was illegal, but we did
uot conmmit an illegal net.- The provision
of a Treasurer’s advance to legalise that
which a Government might consider neces-

sary is, I belicve, without precedent in any
other part of the Rritish Dowminions.
Hitherto there had been no appropriation
provided for unforseen expenditure. There
was a report from the Auditor General
that that expenditure in the past was 1l-
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legal becaunse it had been ineurred
withouni the authority of Parliament. In
order to get over the position, the Gov-
ernment of the day secured from Parlia-
ment last session a lump sum to provide
for unforeseen expenditure. We brought
down a Bill, and both Houses of Parlia-
ment granted an appropriation of
£250,000 as “an advanes to the Treasurer”
to use as he pleased. Parliament had so
much coufidence in the Treasurer that
they entrusted him with this gquarter of
a million of money to apply in any man-
ner he considered wise and necessary, of
eourse within the corners of the law.
Hon. members showed great confidence in
the Government in granting this amount,
bui they have done it, and now they turn
round and state the Government com-
mitted an illegal action. By doing that
hon. members stultifie@ themselves, but
they will discover before many months
ave over that what the Government have
deone is perfectly justifiable. Hon. mem-
bers may condemn our action and
say that they do no feel inelined
to trust us in fufure and that we
should not have used the money for
that purpose. They may ask us why we
did it, and tell us that they will think
twice before trusting us with a similar
amount again. They would then, T say,
be on safe ground; bni when they say
that we acted illegally they are saying
something which is not correet, and it will
be proved before long that they are taking
up a wrong attitude and are on rotten
zground, if T may nse the expression.

Hon. F. Conner: That is a nice threat
from a Minister.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : It is
not a threat.

Hon. M. L. Moss: On a personal ex-
planation, I wish to correct a mis-state-
ment which the Minister has made. The
hon. member has said that never before
had an advance been made to the Trea-
surer under an Appropriation Act. T
knew that it was wrong and that it had
been done in every Act.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: What is the per-
song! explanation?

Hon. M. L. Moss: T am addressing the
President just now.
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Hon. J. W. Kirwan: On a point of
order, I want to know if it is competent
for any member of the House to interrupt
another member unless it is to wake a
personal explanation,

The PRESIDENT: I have not up to
the present noticed anything personal in
it,

Hon. M. L. Moss: T am making a per-
sonal explanation beeause I said this ex-
penditure had been incurred illegally. The
Minister satd that this appropriation
under the Appropriation Aet gave a
quarter of a million to the Treasurer wilh
whieh to purchase these steamers. T said
that it was untawfunl and the Minister said
this appropriation had never heen made
previously.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Out-
side of Western Australia,

Hou. M. L. Moss: But I find on page
154 of the statutes of 1910-11 a vote of
£400,000 odd for the Colonial Treasurer
and in regard to which is atiached a
footnote—

Including ‘‘advance to Treasurer,
£200,000.” to enable the Treasurer to
make advances to public officers, on
account of other Governments, etcetera;
also to pay expenses, which will be sub-
mitted in detail for Parliamentary ap-
propriation during the year 1911-12.

So that the statement I made previously,
which the hon. member is now contradiet-
ing, is absolutely berne oui, not only by
the statute I am now quoting, hut by every
one for vears past.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I said
it had not been done in any other portion
of the British Dominions and that it has
only been in foree in Western Australin
for about two years. That is what I have
been advised. Abount two or two and a-
Lalf years ago it was adopted on the re-
commendation of the Auditor General,
and [ think the first Treasurer’s advance
asked for by the Wilson Government was
£130,000 : in the next sesston I think it was
again £150,000. Last year the Wilson
Goverament had made provision for an
advance of £250,000. We discovered thai
when we went into office but we did not
see fit to make any oaltevation. If the
Wilson Government thought themselves
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fit to be entrusied with a quarter of a
willion, we did not think any less of our-
selves; therefore, we did not interfere
with the Estimates and Parliament ap-
proved of them. But it is only during
recent yeavs that this method has been
adopted and the objeet of making this
provisian s to lezalise any expenditure
by the Government in connection with the
Treasurer's advance. Mr, Connor laid
great stress on the wortality of stock.
He said it was a matter which had to be
taken very much into consideration in
connection with the price of meat.

Hon. F. Connor: Quote Mr. MeLarty
also.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: M.
Connor, when giving evidence before the
Roval Commission in 1908, said that he
bhad allowed 4s. per head for mortality as
an average: sometimes there was no mor-
tality, sometimes a little of it, and at other
times many of the beasts were lost, but at
any rate he considered if he provided 4s.
per head he was eovering all possible loss,
That amounts to about one ffth of a
penny a pound, so that item cannot be
regarded as an important factor in the
direction of inereasing the price of meat.
Mr. Cullen said that the Government were
embarking on the undertaking and bring-
ing down store sheep froim Carnarvon and
engaging in other enferprizes which will
not have the effeet of decreasing the price
of meat; bat we are only making a rtart,
and we discovered that ibe whole of the
contracts for the mext seven or eight
months, until next season, have already
heen fixed. We recognised that that would
be so when we made the purchases, and it
is impossible for our action to have any
important effect npon the price of meat
until next year.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: I thought it was
already down to 4d. per 1b,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I am
very much surprised to see that it is, but
the people in the ring are so much
alarmed at the aetion of the Government
that they have decided to dvop the price
of meat forthwith, and, later on, when
our steamers are in operation they will
say that the meat was always cheap.
When we see members coming forward
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and producing an exhibit such as that we
have on the Table, to prove that the beef
is selling at 4d, a pound, we can readily
realise that eight months hence, when we
sueceed in dropping the meat 4d. or 5d.
all round, they will say it has never been
above that. Mr. Connor said he was
prepared fo offer all his eattle on a bang-
tail muster, at £2 10s. a head, but, what
about the station?

Hon. F. Connor: Subject to arbitration,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: All
the vested interests must be taken into
aceconnt. Hon. members must realise that
the offer of the stock withont the station
is worth nothing.

Hon, F. Connor: I will give you the
station in,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Will
the hon. member sell his stoek at the price
mentioned and let us have the station
also?

Hon. F. Connor: I make yon a straight-
out offer to sell the stock at £2 10s. per
head with the lease thrown in.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Very
well, the matter will receive consideration
at the Cabinet meeting to-morrow. Mr.
Lynn said that we had taken a plunge in
the dark. Apparently hon. members want
us (o unfold our policy so that the people
we are fighting shall know exactly what
we are going to do. Do hon, members ex-
peet us to publish oor plans broadeast?
Would that be a businesslike proeeeding?
Certainly nof, and we are not going to do
it. We have studied the thing earefully
and we are satisfied that we ean make a
suceess of it : if we make a loss we will be
the sufferers.

Hon. M. L, Moss: No; the people will
be the sufferers.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
reputation of the party will be at stake,
and it will be for us to see in connection
with this undertaking that the country
shall suffer no loss, and I am satisfied
from my brief experience that, there will
be no loss. We have evidence of that in
the stern opposition shown by those
against whom we are fighting—I might
almosi say the vindictiveness of the hos-
tility they are showing towards this enfer-
prise. It is not 5o with the business pub-
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lie. We are receiving the hearty support
of the business community outside the
shipping people; they are rendering us
every helj. and I am certain that the un-
dertaking 1s going to succeed. It is not
mere imagination; we hiave the solid facts
to ro on, and we lave the coniracis.
When the meat season is over these ves-
sels will not be inaetive; we will find
plenty of work fur them fo do, in faet,
the diffien)iy now is to decide which work
is to be done first. Mr. Lynn said that
the steamers would be obsolete in ten
vears, Now, the “Kwinana” is only 20
yoars of age. and the s.s. “Ferret” which
until recently was carrying the Govern-
ment mail on the south coast, is 41 years
of ape: the s.5. “Bullarra” is 22 years of
age, and she weatliered a eyelone in the
North-West some time ago; the “Bunin-
vong” is 29 vears of age and the “Bur-
rumheet” 27 years; and these vessels are
all still in eommission with many years of
eond service ahead.

Hon, F. Connor: What age is the
“Darins”?

The COLONIAL SECHRETARY: I
have a report here in conneetion with the
“Darius,” which says—

Mr. Buteher, the engineer-surveyor to
the Harbour and Light Department,
was sent to the Hast to make all neces-
sary inquiries and personally conducet a
survey of the engines, boilers and
bull of the vessel, and recommend or
ofherwise the purchase of the vessel.
He made an exhaunstive examination of
the whole of the vessel, both afloat and
in dry doek and as the inquiries made
showed that the vessel was due for her
No. 2 special survey, the passing of
which was necessary in order that she
shonuld mamtain her 100 Al Class
{which is the highest) in Lloyd’s, it was
then made a condition of the pnrchase
that the cost of all repairs arising out
of this special survey, as well as Lloyd's
fees. should he paid by the vendors. The
vessel was therefore put through
Lloyd’s speeial survey, the annnal sur-
vey of the Navigation Department of
New South Wales, in addition to bheing
personally surveyed by Mr. Butcher.
The cost of the repairs arising out of
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the two former surveys, approsimating
£2,000, was paid by the vendors. The
position now is that the “Darins” has
Llovd’s guarantee for her hull for four
vears and for her engines and boilers
for one year {this being the longest
period for which they issue a certificate
for machinery after it is 6 years old).
She has nlso a certifieate for hull, ma-
chinery and boilers from the Navigation
Department of New Soulh YWales, in
addition te dir. Butehier’s favourable re-
port. Tt is perhaps hardly neeessary
to mention that the vessel was docked,
her holtom and rudder examined, and
the propellor shnft drawn, the latter
heing pranted the customary certificate
for two years. Tull details of overbaul
for Lioyd’s No. 2 special survey ave
hereto attached.
Vith regard to the *“Wexford,” we paid
£10,000 for that vessel, and within three
wecks of the purchase we were offered
£13,500. Tor the “Mongolia” there were
many competitors, and some of them were
grievously disappointed. We just pur-
chased her in the niek of time.

Hon. F. Connor: Ts that the Adelaide
Bteamship Company you are referring
to?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T do
not wish to advertise any shipping com-
pany in this House. Mr. Connolly stated
that the previous Government had left us
a legacy of 600 miles of new railways to
complete, and that we are restricting their
coustruetion to 200 miles per annum. “A
legacy™ was, I think, an unfortunate term
for the hon, gentleman to use, for it was
a legacy of a liability. They passed the
Rills in a few hours in this Chamber, and
we have to find the money to complete the
lines. That is the legacy which the pre-
vious Government left us, and the hon.
gentleman is now eomplaining becanse we
are nnt building more than 200 miles of
railway per annom. What did the pre-
vious Government do? THd they come up
to our record? T will give honr. members
some partienlars, We are outstripping
all the reenrds of previous Governments
in the matter of railway construetion. In
1908-9 the Pablic Works Department
handed over to the Commissioner of Rail-
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ways 102 miles of railway, this represent-
ing not oniy those works completed by
the Works Department but also those con-
structed under contract. Tun 1909-10 there
were 102 miles handed over, and in 1910-
11 there were 231 miles of railway handed
over, In 1911-12 we bhanded over 284
miles of railway.

Hon. C. A, Piesse: The previous Gov-
ernment rad nearly all that finished.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No-
thing of the kind. "~ They were just started
on the eve of the election. I know that
i my distriet the Ajana and the Yuua
extensions were starfed on the eve of the
election, and in other parts it was jnst the
same. The average for the three years of
the Wilson Government was 145 miles a
vear. while owr reeord was 284 jiles in
the year.

Hon. C. A. Piesse: That is not fair.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Very inaceurate.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Itis
strietly aeenrate. I have obtained these
figures from the Engineer-in-Chief.

Hon, R. D. MeKenzie: Tt is not a fair
comparison.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tt is
fair, but it iz disappointing to the hon.
member, and to other hon. members.
Some hon. members wounld like the figures
to be less. They are disappointing; there-
fore they must be inaccurate,

Hon. J. F. Cullen:  They ave very
wrongly used.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: How
can I wrongly use figures supplied to me.
There is a definite statement made that
in the last twelve months we eonstructed
284 miles of railway, whereas the previous
Government in the three years averaged
only 145 miles.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: Yon did not
construet them; you took them over in
that period.

The COL.ONIAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Colebateh raised an interesting point in
connection with the Constitution Aet. I
had noted it previously to the hon. mem-
ber asking the question. Section 15 of
the Constitution Aet provides that all
persons entitled shall be registered, and
the contention of the hon. member was
that the Electoral Act eounld wot aversde
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the Counstitution Ael. The section of the
Constitution Act reads—

Every person of the age of twenly-
oure years, heing a natuval born or nat-
wralised subject of Her Majesty and
not subject to any lezal incapacity, who
shall have vesided in Western Australia
for six months, shall, subject to the
provisions of ihis Aet, if qualified as
in this seetion is provided, be entitled
to be registered as an elector and when
registered for six months to vote,

1t is not necessary to read forther, They
“shal]l be entitled (o be vegistered.” [
thought it was u matter of great publie
interest and concern, and as I was in
symipathy with lhe aetion taken by Mr,
Colebateh, I at once submitled the matter
to the Crown Law Department for an
opinion; and this 15 the opinion given by
Mr. Sayer, the Solicitor General—

There is nothing in the Electoral Aet
to affect the ratepayers’ qualifieation,
as prescribed by Section 15 of the Con-
stitution Agl, If the name of any per-
son (not otherwise disqualified) is on
the electoral list of any mnnieipality
or voad distriet in respeet of property
of the annunal ratable value of £17 he is
entitled Lo be envolled on duly sending
in his elaim. The Constitution Act does
not provide for the automatic regisira-
tion of ratepayers—it werely gives the
£17 ratepayer a qualificagion, If any
person seeks enrolment on a ratepayer’s
or any other qualification he must make
his claim. There was provision under
the Electoral Act of 1904 for the auto-
matic vegistvation of ratepayers, but
this was repenled in 1907.

Hon. M. 1. Moss: Wonld you look at
the proviso to Section 159

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I am
not qualified to pass an opinion on the
point. :

Hon. H. P. Colebateh: Are you aware
that electors whose names appeared on
these municipal and roads board lists
have sent in elaims claiming to be enrolled
and claiming that to be a qualification,
but they were refused on the ground
of ity being an insufficient gnalification
and net complying with the claim cords
.__-‘:f 4*“, ‘}mm.*ml.
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The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That
appears to be wrong. I filled in claims
as a £17 rafepayer, and I am not aware
that they have been rejeeted. Now, with
regard to the finances. Hon, members
have said that the finances have got be-
yond our conirol, but I do not ihink that
the fizures published recently tend to
prove that what these hon, gentlemen said
is corveet. The finances have not wot be-
yond onr control. The estimated shortage
on the year's iransactions by the Treasurer
was £103,000. Deducting £13,929 sur-
plns on the 1st July, 1911, it leaves a
deficit on the 1st of this month of £121.111.
So the Treasurer was simply £30,000 out
in his estimate, When we take all the
cireumstances into consideration we easily
discover it is no wonder indeed he was
out in his estimate. We sustained a loss
of £50,000 on the carringe of water over
the railways last year.

Hon. C. A. Piesse:
of that money back.

The COLONIATL SECRETARY: XNo,
it is a diveet loss, There was £90,000 in
inereases to public servants, and about
£10,000 less in land rents, owing to the
extensions of time given io the settlers.
So members will see the Government suf-
fered a very sevious handicap. In addi-
tion to that there was £30,000 carried
over from the previous year, representing
obligations which should have been met
by the previous Government, and which
were not inelnded in the previous year's
aceonnts.

Hon. M. L. Moss:
tinetly refuted.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I do
not earve whether there has been an at-
{empt to refute it or net, it has been fur-
ther investigaled and that is the position
of affairs. There are mafters that will al-
ways be ontstanding each year, but
£530,000 is a huge amount. Previous to
the close of this financial year our Trea-
surer took steps to notify all the respon-
sible officers in the serviee conneeted with
the expenditure of money to send in a re-
turn of it in order that he might present
a fair statement to Parliament, and I
think that statement will prove a record
as rerards acenracy. Altogether there

Youn will get some

That has been dis-

[COUNCIL.] .

was about £200,000 handieap on the Gov-
ernmenl; all being unforeseen expendi-
ture except as regarded the inereases to
public servants.

Hon. M. L. Moss: @Give me one word
of explanation. In that deficit is the cost
of the steamers provided for?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: XNo,
except in regard to the pwrchase of ferries.

Hon. M. L. Moss: What is the pur-
chase of steamers charged to?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That
comes from the Treasorer’s advance.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Do you mean fo tell
me in regard to the Treasurer’s Advance
that where there are excesses they are not
shown ?

The COLONIAT, SECRETARY : They
are not shown, and they never have been
shown. Mr., Huamersley said that 3Mr.
Batl’s regulations affected the farmers
security, and that the banks were refus-
ing overdrafts and ealling up advanees.

Hon. C. A. Piesse: That is a fact.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Bat
it is not only the case in connection with
the farmers, it is also the case in connee-
tion with thousands of people generally,
and it is not even confined to Western
Australia, but it is right throughout the
whole of Australia, partienlarly in Vie-
toria. The banks are ealling up over-
drafts. Why? One strong reason is the
establishment of the Federal State Bank.
The banks recognise there is something
like £150,000,000 of the people’s money in
the banks. and that when the Federal
State Bank starts a lavge proportion of
this money will be transferred to if, es-
pecially the credit balances of ecurrent
aceounis, because the Federal Gov-
ernment propose to pay 3 per ceni.
on these balances. That is respon-
sible, and not Mr. Bath’s regulations. The
drought last season also has accentuated
the matter in Western Australia. Eighteen
mouths aga the hanks were sending round
canvassers asking people to get overdrafls,
but in the last few months they have been
sending round cirenlars asking these peo-
ple, to whom they offered sums ranging
from £1,000 to £1500 last wear, to pay
up this money, and they have come down
on them like a ton of bricks. That is the
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experience of most people who have been
in the power of banks, that in times of
stress, when they really veed assistance,
they cannot get it, and the banks put the
serew on.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: When is the
situntion going to be relieved by the Fed-
eral Government?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
hon, member had better get some Federal
member to ask a question in the Federal
Parliament. Mr, Connor said that race-
courses were a great source of evil not en-
tively disassociated frown the high cost of
Living. He wants the Government to un-
dertake the ecrusade against the race-
courses, vel he admits he was a member
of the W A, Turf Club. Tt is a peeuliar
attitude for the hoen. member to take up.

Han, I, Connor : You are ratty.

- The COLONIAL SKECRETARY: If
betting on raceconrses is an evil the hon.
member is doing all he possibly ean to
propagate it. He was a member of the
W.A, Torf Club committee. It seems to
me something like Satan reproving sin, or
perhaps it is on a par with a burglar cen-
suring the police foree for not acting
energetically in the prevention of house-
breaking. Bui that is the sort of thing
we have to encounter in the House. It
seems on §ome occasions we cannot take
some members too seriously.

Hon, F. Connor: You had to take me
seriously all vight.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Mr.
Comor and Mr. Lynn endeavoured to
score points by saying we were bringing

down shecp for wealthy squatters. We
were approached by Mr. Gooch. He
said he was in an awkward position. He

had stores at Gaseoyne and it was neces-
savy that he should get them down teo
Geraldton without delay, or it would be
a serious malfer. Supposing we had re-
fused My, Gooel’s request on the ground
that he was a wealthy man, what would
be done? There would have hen an-
other amendment to the Addvess-in-reply,
indieating that the Government were
showing gross impartiality in administer-
ing their transport serviees. The Govern-
ment are out to hoveott no one, but out to
do their best to crush ount this ring,
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Hon. F. Counor: You arve only ont
for the “beef huccaneers.”

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: To
use the words of Governor Bowen in o
despateh to the Impervial authorities in
1877, we are “being assailed” per medium

of this Chamber—“by beaten minori-
ties.””  The Liberal parcty went to
the country last year and were de-

feated. Now they propose, or are en-
deavouring to change the battle-ground
te the Legislative Council, and they are
receiving every asistance. I remember
prior to the general election when the
Redistribution of Seats Bill eame down
lhere, it was received almost unanimously.
OQuly four opposed it, while 20 supported
it, and, although 1 attempted to seecure
the adjournment of the debate the House
refused to favour me, and passed the Bill
throngh with speed. What was the re-
sult? The country gave their answer
on the 3rd October last, and it should
prove a lesson to the Legislative Couneil.
'The stand the Legislative Couneil pro-
pose to take, and will take, T suppose,
to-night, is untenable, and will be proved
so. Al T ean say is that he who laughs
last langhs best. T have nothing further
to add, exeept to say I hope hon. mem-
bers will endeavour te treat us with a
greater degree of justicee. I am sure
many hon. members are, at any rate un-
consciously, biassed against ws; 1 feel
pretty certain of that, but T trust bhe-
fore long they will be prepared to give
us a fair show, and treat ounr measures
with the ulmost eonsideration, and not
adopt the lines sugested by Mr, Cullen
when he said that if we failed to ad-
minister our departments to the satis-
faetion af the Chamber, Mr. Dodd and
myself would have a had time in the
Houge.

Hen. J. F. Cullen :
that.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : It
is the only constraetion to be placed on
the hon. member's vemarks. T hope every
opportunity will be taken to give the
Government all assistance in  the diree-
tion of ecarrying out their poliey. Tf
that poliey fails, if it does injury to the
country, the party must suffer; the coun-

I did wot say
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try may suffer to a certain extent, but
the party with which the Government
are connected will suffer perpetually. I
hope that all will show sympathy, and co-
operate wiih the Government in their
endeavour to advance the best interests
of the State.

Question (Address as amended) put,
and a division taken, with the following
result :—

Ayes 10
Noes .. .. o T
Majority for 3
AYES.
Hon. F. Connor ‘Hon. R. D. McKenzie
Hon. J. F. Cullen Hon, M. L. Moss
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. C. A. Plesse
Hon. R. J. Lynn Hon. C. Sommers
Hon., €. McKenzie Hon. H. P. Colebateh
(Teller).
NOES.
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. J. W. Kirwan
Hon. F, Davis Hon. B. C. O'Brien
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hou. R. G. Ardugh
Hon. J. M. Drew {Pelicr).

Question thus passed; the Address-
in-reply as amended adopted.

House adjowrned at 8.82 pm.

Tegislative EHsgembly,

Wednesday, 17th July, 1812,
Paar
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,. amd read pravers,

QUESTION — RATLWAY ROLLING
STOCK REQUIREMENTS.

Mr. DOOLEY asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Has the Commissioner of
Railways made any estimale of the pro-
bable amount of extra hauling power ond

[ASSEMBLY]

rolling stoek which will be required io meet
the Jdemands of the fortheoming harvest,
the construction of the Transcontinental
railway, and the various State enterprises
about to be inaugurated by the Govern-
ment? 2, If so, what is the amount of
sueh estimate? 3, In what way is it pro-
posed to meet such extra demand?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, For rolling stoek al-
ready authorised, £398,000, of which
£252,000 has already been spent, and for
future requivemenls to AMareh, 1914,
£690,000. 3, As explained in answers 1
and 2, and, if necessary, by reducing the
time limit for loading and unloading,
and by quickening the transit of goods
teains by shorlening the sections. Rea-
sonable despatch should be possible to the
extenl of keeping both shipping and flour
mills going, provided Lhe balance of grain
is stacked, and transport arranged as ve-
guired during the year, as is the praectice
elsewhere. Transport of matecial for the
Transcontinental railway will depend to
a large extent ou the dale we bhave to com-
mence to handle same.

LEAVE OI' ABSENCIE.

On molion by Hon, FRANK WILSONX,
leave of absenee for two weeks granted to
Mr. Nanson on the grounds of ill-health.

On motion by Mr. HEITMANN, leave
of nbsence for two weeks granted to Mr.
Rolton on the grounds of ill-health.

BILI—WHITE PHOSPHORIS
MATCHES PROHIBITTIOX,
Intvoduced by the Premier
first bime.

and vead a

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.

Debate resnmed from the previous day.

M. MUXNSIE (TTannans) : T rise to say
a few words on the Address-in-reply. T
wisl al the outset to take the opportunity
of saying a word ar two in eonnection with
the attitude of the Government fowards
the purchase of sleamoers for the North-



