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done good work in connection- with water
supplies and many other thing-s to help
the settler on the land, and I hope that
the Minister for Lands, in his zeal to pro-
tect the public from land speculators, will
not desire'to see those men who arc on
the land lose their holdings, or forfeit
their land if they do not omply strictly
,with every provision laid down in the
Act.

On motion by --\r. Munsie, debate ad-
joun ed.

houise tidljou rned at 10.23 p~pm.

lecgislative Council.
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Tie PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and rad prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Public

Works Act, 1002; by-laws regulating
traffic over the North Frernanile High
Level Bridge. 2, Roads Act. 1902. Special
by-law of the Black Range Road Boarid.
3, Annual report on Prisons for year end-
ing 31st December, 1911. 4, Phan show-
ing test bores at Fremantle Dock (asked
for by Hon. M. L. Moss).

'MOTION - WONGAN HI1JLS-MUL-
LEWTA RATLXYAY SELECT COW-
MITTEE.

Extended powers.

Hon. R. J. LYNN (West): In the mo-
tion as handed to tile Clerk yesterday, in

which 31r. -Sopamers mnoved for .the -ap-

pointiment. of a select committee to en-
qunire into the Wongan Hills-Mfullewa rail-
way, no authority was given to the corn-
muittee to adjourn from place to p~lace.
I beg- to more-

That the Comm~ittee appointed by this
honourable House yesterday, to enquire
into the Wongan Hills-Mufdletro rail-
way, be authorised to adjourn from
ploec to place.
The PRESIDENT: When I put the

motioii to thle House I included these
words "fronm place to place," butt they
were not onl the p~aper thlat was handed to
thle Clerk.

Question put hid passed.

S UPP bY-MIfiNIS'r E lIIAL STATE
MBDNT.

The COLOMiAL SECRETARY (lion.
J. 1M. Drew) -. [ wish to make a state-
niunt for the informnation of lion. mem-
hers so that they may not be taken aix-
awares. I. propose to hold a sitting of
the House to-morrow in order to intro-
duce at Supply Bill, and I desire that it
shall be Ipassed through all its stages to-
morroW.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Cannot you introduce
it to-day 7

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Con-
sequently, I think I should niotify members
of the House beforehand. The abject of
the Bill is to enable advances to be legally
made to departments to pay salaries and
wages per medium of field orders, and
also to make payments on behalf of other
Governments as requested, including the
H-ome Government, such as the payment
of Imperial pensions. Previously, such
consent has never been obtained by our
predecessors, they have gone on and spent
the moiney, and practically it was illeg-al
expenditure, but everything wve do we pro-
pose to do constitutionally, and with that
object in view, we will submit this Bill
to-miorrow for consideration.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: What are field
orders?9

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Field
orders are orders sent out for signature.
There is an amount of money for thle Rail-
way Department, whbich may require
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£40,000 placed to their credit. As the
wa1ges are paid thie receipts come in and
the account is revived. It does not inter-
fere with the state of the account eventut-
ally as the account is balanced.

Hou. 11. L. Moss: Is that the only busi-
ness for to-morrowv?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: So
far it is.

Hon. '-%L L. MIoss: Have you not got the
Bill to-day?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Bill has to be submitted to another place.
I could bring it down to-day, but I
advised the Colonial Treasurer not to sub-
mit it to this House until members had
had proper notification. Several members
have returned to their homes and it would
not he fair to bring the Bill forward with-
out giving some notice at least. I beg to
give notice that to-morrow I shall move
for the suspension of Standing Orders,
in order to enable a Supply Bill to be
passed through all its stages.

QUESTION-FREMANTLE DOCK,
CEMENT.

Hon. M. L. MOSS asked, the Colonial
Secretary: L, Was a contract made for
the supply of cement for the Fremantle
Dock? 2, If so, the quantity already de-
livered? 3, WYhat is the quantity still un-
delivered? 4, What is the intention of the
Government with regard to the quantity
still undelivered?

The COLONIAL SECRRTARY re-
plied: 1. Yes. 2, 19,000 casks. 3, 51,000
casks. 4, There is sulficient demannd in
other Government works to absorb the
balance in twelve or eighteen months.

QUESTION-LEGISLATIVE COUN-
CIL ELECTORAL ROLLS.

Hon. H-. P'. COLEBATCH. asked the
Colonial Secretary: 1, Is it the intention
of the Government to instruct the Chief
Electoral Officer to enrol on the Legis-
lative Council rolls of the respective Pro-
vinces. the names of all persons whose
names appear on the electoral lists of any
Municipality or Road Board District, in
respect of property within such province

of the annual rateable value of not less
than £17, as provided by Subsections (5)
and (6) of Section 15 of the Constitution
Act Amendment Act, 189 2, If not,
why not?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1 and 2, No instruction is neces-
sary, because all persons having a rate-
payer's qualification, as prescribed] by Sec-
tion 15 of the Constitution Act Amend-
ment Act, 1899 (as amended by Act No.
31 of 19)11), are enrolled on sending a
claim to the reg-istrar in accordance with
Section 42 of the Electoral Act, 1907.

QUESTION - STATE STEAMSHIP
SERVICES.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH asked the
Colonial Secretary: Will he lay upon tbe
Table of the House the file relating to the
purchase by the Government of steamers
for the North-West trade, and containing
the opinion of the officers of the Crown
Law Department on the constitutional as-
pect of such purchase.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: If the hon. member will move for
the information in the usual way, the mat-
ter will then receive consideration.

QUESTION--WOTRKERS' HOMES.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH asked the
Colonial Secretary: 1, How many appli-
cations has the Workers' Homes Board
received for advances under Part IV. of
the Workers' Homes Act (freehold
homes)? 2, How many of these have been
granted? 3, How many refused? 4, Total
amount advanced to date under Part IV.
of this Act.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Ninety-sis. 2, Six up to date.
3, Two. 4, Three hundred and fifteen
pounds.

ADDRESS-INT -REPLY.
Eighth Day-Conluion.

Debate resumed from the previous
day on the Addresin-reply which had
been amended on motion by 'Ron.
11. L. Moss, to read as follows :-" Mlay
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it plcase your Excellency, We, the Legis.
lative Council of the Parliament of the
State of W'estern Australia in Parlia-
nment assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Grosious Sovereign.
and to protest against expenditure mn-
curred by your Excellency's Ministers
wvithout an Act of Appropriation, such
procedure being derogrator ' to the
privileges of Parliament and subversive
of the Constitution, while in addition
thereto the proposal contained in Your
Excellency's Speech, imuplying that a
ratification by the Legislative Assembly
of such unuthorised expenditure is
sufficient in law, ignores the conszitu-
tional rights of the Legislative Council."

Hon. F. CONNOR (North) : I prms
not to detain the House very long as I
think hion. members desire the motion
to go to the vote, but when I i'-as speak.
ins on the amendment I oitted to
refer to these new enterprises into which
the Government awe entering. I be-
liev-, it is the fashion now to call them
socialistic enterprises but I prefer to
call them new enterprises. I think that
when the Government get these ventures
going, an alteration or an amendment
of the Audit Act will be necessary. I
hope the Government wvill bring down
anl amendment to the Audit Act where.
by a balance sheet and an independent
audit for each and every one of these
enterprises will be available to both
Houses of Parliament.

Hon. B. C. O'Brien :What do you call
an independent audit ?

Hon. F. CONNOR : A public audit.
It means that we employ an auditor,
or a firm of auditors, entirely indepen-
dent to the ruling powers, which are the
Government. Satisfaction would have
to be given in the carrying out of these
enterprises and the public should be
satisfied as regards what is happening
in every one of them.

Hon. B. C. O'Brien: Goodness gra-
cious! What will you do with the Audit
Department?

Hon. F. CONNOR: 1 ask that an in-
dependent audit should be provided
for, and I hope that if the Government
fail to do this, they will not take offence
if any private member of either House

brings it forward. An amendment wrill
be brought down by somebody, and if
the Government will net do it, that is
their province. Personally, I do not
want to interfere with their province,
but I think such an amendment should
be a Government mesaure when it does
come, and I hope that it will be carried.
In my remarks the other night I referred
to the price of cattle and the cost of
marketing them, and 1 told hon. mem-
bers the prices wvhich cattle had brought
on this market for the last few years.
) shall now come nearer hiomec, and tell
lion. members what cattle brought at
the sales at South Fremantle yesterday.
Yesterday was the usual sales day, and
cattle were marketed and sold under
the hammer to the highest bidder. The
lowest price for fat cattle was £6 7-s. Od.
and the highest price was £10 17s. 6d.
the average being £8 6s. 8d. per head.
In the shipment of cattle to which I am
referring, there was 029, and out of that
number, quite 83 per cent, were inferior
cattle or stores. None of these inferior
cattle were included in the figures I am
quoting at present, or I should say
practically none of them. There were
cattle in that shipment which had to be
sold on long terms and at low prices.
Taking the gross price at which the
firms of Dalgety, and Elder Shienton
sold this shipment yesterday, and taking
the cost of the Government freight at
£3 per head, the cost of bringing these
cattle from the station and marketing
them here will run into £4 i15s. 2d., that
gives the price for prime fat cattle at
yesterday's sales as £3 11s. 6d.

Hon. B. C. O'Brien : Roughly speaking
what was the weight of the cattle?

Hon. F. CONNOR: Close on OGOlbs.
Will lion. members tell me how the
CGovernnment are going to cheapen the
price of meat under those conditions,
and when. the stores are sold and the
averages of the shipment made up, it
will be found that the price will be con-
siderably below £3 per head, and for
better cattle, too, than the Government
can bring down. It was the higher
price that I quoted when I spoke before,
the average having been £7 10s. during
the past four years, and it will be seen
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now therefore that the price has risen.
If the Government succeed in bringing
down the price of beef, what are they
going to give the small man for his
cattle. The steamers were not bought
so much to reduce the price of meat as to
help the small man, and it looks as if
the small man were going to get about
£C2 l0s. for his cattle on the station.
If the Government reduce the price of
beef materially the small man will get
nothing. Hon. members who have
studied this question will know that I
am talking facts. There was one lot
of fat cattle sold yesterday, good prime
beef, at £6 7s. 6id, per head, and it was
a comparatively good sale. How much
is the grower going to get ? He pays £4
15s. to bring the cattle down and market
them, and he will receive £1 12s. 4d.
per head, and that is if there is no mor-
tality, but the mortality risk has to be
taken off. The whole thing is absurd,
and will not hold water to work on; yet,
that was the position yesterday. N-\ow
I come to to-day, when sheep sales were
held at the Government yards at North
Fremantle, and, I think, judging from the
results, I would feel inclined to patronise
the Government Yards at North Fre.
mantle in future, beause mutton fetched
there up to 10d, a pound. The lowest
price paid was 71d., and the average
Sjd. If prime beef sells at 31d. a pound
and mutton fetches 714d. and as much
at I Od., I want to know why there is a
row about beef and no row about mutton.
I have said this before, but it will bear
repetition. There have been five stea-
mers purchased, the " Wexford," the
"'Una" the "C Darius," the "Mongolia,"
and the " Euryalus," and on this sub-
ject an excellent leading article appeared
in the goldfiels paper, the Kalgoorlie
Minecr, commending the purchase of the
ships, which the article went on to say
might be useful in case of war. I am
going further, and will ask the Govern-
ment to purchase plates in order to
armour-plate the ships, and then we
shall have the commencement of a WVest-
ern Australian navy. When that takes
place very little will be required to arm
the vessels, because our trades hall guns
and political guns. will be numerous

enough to assist in equipping the fleet. I
think the best purpose to which this
fleet can be put, and certainly the most
effective way of making the vessels
useful will be to convert them into
submarines. I was walking along the
street with a friend of mine, and while
passing a butcher's shop, I thought of
the quotations for beef which the
leader of the House told us about
the other evening, and I asked my
friend to accompany rme into the shop
and look at the goods which were for
sale. I have wrapped up here some-
thing of what we saw.

Hon. J Cornell:- I rise to a point of
order. I think the lion. member is out
of place ; he should be in the dining room.

The PRESIDENT: I have a. precedent
for the introduction of an exhibit in
debate, in the famous dagger scene of
Edmund Burke in the British Rouse of
Commons, and the production of that
dagger as an exhibit proved a failure in
the debate. There is no point of order.

Hon. F. CONNOR -: This will not prove
a failure because it is very eatable. I
went into the shop with my friend and
we looked round but did not take the
best or she worst of the exhibits. We
saw this particular exhibit in the shop
marked for sale. It was 5J pounds, of
very prime brisket beef, and the price
of it was is. l0d. and here is the ticket.
I paid for the beef and borrowed the
ticket.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh ! What did it cost
to produce that beast at Ir-inberley ?

Ron. F. CONNhOR: I have told
hon. members the price of beef at Kim-
berley, and also informed them that the
prices did not pay the grower.

The PRESIDENT: The exhibit can
be placed on the Table.

Hon. F. CONINOR: I was going to ask
for permission to place it on the Table,
but I thought I might have been ruled
out of order. I have said all I wanted
to say, and I have proved the figures
which I gave the other night by making
comparisons. I trust now that the
Government will bring down an amend-
ment of the Audit Act, so that the people
may see, in the manner which I have
already explained, what each of these
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individual enterprises will cost the coun-
try, and show what profit, if any profit
there is to be, has- resulted. It would be
altogether unfair for the Government
to embark on enterprises of this descrip-
tion without having to pay income tax.
Would that be fair competition to people
who have put all their capital into the
development of similar industries in
this country ? I do hope that if a profit
is madec that at least the people who are
in simailar businesses will be placed on a
similar footing as the Government.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East): I
am sure it must be gratifying to the
mover of the amendment which was
carried last night to find that there have
already been results. The Colonial Sec-
retary has informed this House that
though previous Governments expended
certain moneys without Parliamentary
authority, his Government have decided
that everything shall be done constitu-
tionally. It is exceedingly gratifying
to find that this order dates from our
debate on Mr. Moss' amendment. When
speaking to the amendment T mentioned
that I had a few things to bring before
the House and especially before the
leader of the House, which it would not
be well to mingle with contentious matter.
I want first to as9k the Minister to im-
press upon his colleague, the Minister for
Lands, two or three things, for some of
which, there is no blame attachable to
the Minister or to the Government. A
case came under my notice a fortnight
ago in which a very great improvement
could be made in administration. Lands
were classified for sale, and thrown open;
the selector took up two portions ad-
joining, the one classified at 5s. per acre
and the other at 138L per acre, largely
because it hed a fine supply of jam
timber for fencing. When hie got his
approval he went to take possession.
and found that all the jam trees had
disappeared. A man claimning to have
a permit from the forestry department
to cut timber had cut and removed the
jam timber between the date of the
selector's application and the date of
approval. Now, I do not think it would
be possible to prove blame either on the
part of the department or on the part

of the selector, but I want to point out
that it would be well, and a very simple-
preventive, if when lands were classified
they were to be closed against timber
cutting. It would mean. little or no
hardship upon anybody, and it would
prevent such injustice to the settler as
happened in this case. The selector has
placed his case before the department,
to see what remedy there may be ;if it
is proved that the cutter held the per-
mit, there is no remedy against him,
and if hie did not hold a permit there-
might still be no remedy.

Hlon. M. L. Moss:- Does not a permit
authorise a man to cut anywhere in the
State 7

Hon, J. F. CULLEN; Anywhere on
Crown lands ?

Ron. M. L, Moss: Then you would
never be able to proceed against him-

Hon. J. F. OTLLEN: No, but a
simple remedy lies in removing classified
land from the permit ; that could easily
be arranged by regulation. Another
suggestion I wish to make to the Minister
for Lands, through the leader of the
House, is that he should give attention
to the Denmark settlement. I have
recently been there, and looked into the
distress of many of the settlers on that
concession. I amu not blaming the Gov-
ernment ;the time for blame is past, or
rather the mnistakes are over, but unless
some relief is found for the settlers on
that estate I do not see how any of them,
certainly very few, will be able to retain
their holdings. The first trouble was
that such high prices were placed on the
lands that only men who knew nothing
of values would take them tip, and most
of the selectors were of that stamip-new-
comers, who knew nothing about the
land, and goldfields men who lied not
been acquainted with land before, and
who, in such circumstances are always
incaplable of judging land values, Now
this concession was largely settled
froma those two sources, and lands
were taken up at fabulous prices, but
to-day, the whole estate is in this con-
dition-that unless the Government in-
terpose it is impossible for any but a,
very few of those men to maintain them-
selves on their holdings. There is an-
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other feature -the (Jovernment own
nearly the whole of the towvnship, and all
those buildings, with perhaps two or
three exceptions, havec been condemned
by the health authorities ;rightly so,
but the government simply sit back, and
take nto action.

The Colonial Secretary :Are they
occupied?

Hon. J. F. CULLEJN Some of them
are occupied and some are not, but I do
not say this is a case for careful inquiry
with a vie'v to doing justice and rectify-
ing a wrong in connection with that
estate.

Hon. F. Davis : On what grounds
were they condemed?

Hion. J. F. CULLEN: As being unfit
for habitation.

Hon. F. Davis: For what reasons?
Hon. J. F. CULLEN: On account of

their dilapidated condition.
Hon. F. Davis: They must have be-

come dilapidated very quickly ;I saw
them at Christmas, and they were all
right then.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: That is the
position now, at any rate ; and I, in a
most friendly way, commend the matter
for inquiry, in order that the best may
be done for settlers who have been
wronged, and most of wvhonm are doing
their best. I want to say a further word
to the Minister for Lands, through the
'Colonial Secretary. I find on the Table
his new regulations with regard to town
and suburban jots. It is hardly neces-
sary to point out to this House that
these regulations mean an unwise strain.
ing of executive authority. The Gov.
,ernment, it appears, have made up their
mind to terminate the granting of free.
hold, and to bring about leasehold
estate ; had the Government brought
-down a Bill amending the Land Act,
and put their policy in a manful way
before Parliament, well and good ; it
would then have rested with Parliament,
and public opinion behind Parliament,
to say that the Government were wrong,
but the Government, instead, by a new
regulation, stopped the sale of town and
suburban lots. That is a high-handed
action, and I hold an illegal one. I
maintain that if anyone who desires to

purchase a town lot chooses to put down
his deposit and ask for the lot to be put
up for auction, it would have to be put
up, or the Government would be liable
to very serious litigation. Now the
Government, gratuitously, without ar-
gency or need, tabled new regulation;,
gazetted them, and acted upon them. In
view of the announcement of the leader of
the House about constitutional proce-
dure, why did not the Government sub-
mit their proposed change to Parliament?
What was the hurry ? If a few town and
suburban lots were sold in the meantine,,
what great harmi could be done by a little
further acting under the old condition
of things ? Would it not be the only
manly course to bring down a Bill cover-
ing the change that the Government
desired to effect ? I want to say that
the Government should now, as soon as
possible, deal with this matter.

The Colonial Secretary : They propose
to do so.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : If the Govern-
mnent can got Parliament to approve of
the change from freehold to leasehold as
the policy of this country, well and
good ;but while the thing is in suspense
an immense amount of injury is being
done in the wayt that the Government
do not appreciate. The champions of
the Government have said, " Why, in
spite of our announcement of the lease-
hold policy, there have been quite as
many applications for country lands as
before." Can we not understand that
their announcement might even cause
a rush of applicants to get in before tl t
change could be made ? This un-
doubtedly has been one effect of their
anouncement that they would, at some
time, bring in a Bill to end the sale of
Crown lands, and substitute a leasehold
system. The first impulse would be for
those who intended to select land to
rush in and get the freehold while they
could ; that, no doubt, accounts for the
fact that the applications for country
lots have not, in the aggregate, fallen
off. But what about the effect upon
those who do not know the circum-
stances ? When news of the intended
change wvent to the Eastern States and
Great Britain, the people there would
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conclude that, before they could get to
Western Australia and select, the change
might be effected. I am satisfied this
has had a considerable effect already
in the other States and in the Mother-
land. ' Bitt," Ministers say, "look at
the number of immigrants we are still
securing in spite of our policy." But
nearly all those immigrants were con-
tracted for before any fear of disturb-
ance got abroad.

The Colonial Secretary :Oh, nto.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Nearly all. One
Minister has boasted, "Why, we have
more applications for nominated pas-
sages than ever before there is a most
unprecedented rush to nominate intmi-
grants." But, the Minister did not add,
" I brought that about by announcing
that after a certain date the passage
money would be multiplied by three."
Would not the natural effect of that be
to bring about a rush for the time being ?
Surely Ministers can understand that
any condition of uncertainty must have
a damaging effect, especially on popu-
lations at a distance. People who hear
rumours of revolutionary changes, and
are not near enough to gauge how much
they mean, naturally say they will take
no risks, and people who have been
contemplating coming to our shores, or
investing in our country have been
prejudiced against coming. I hope the
Minister is right in saying that soon
Parliament will have an opportunity of
saying yes or no to their proposed change.
Now I want to say a word for the Minister
to convey to the Railway -Department.
Most people think that as time goes on
life grows faster ; now in the Railway
Department we become more and more
leisurely, and I want the Minister to ask
the department to let us have a little
more activity, and a little more time-
saving. Speaking of our old railway
service, we had a daily train that ran
from Perth to Katanning in eleven hours,
and back again in eleven hours. There
were frequent complaints about late
trains ;and it would appear that the
Commissioner must have asked, " How
much are they late," and the answer was,
" Sometimes as much as two hours,"
and the Commissioner brought in a

remedy., What was it? It was to
lengthen the time table by two hours.
I have heard of a boy in school who was
kept :mn twice for being a quarter of an
hour late, and he suggested to the
teacher that the trouble could be get
over by op)ening the school a quarter
of an hour late. That is the policy of
the Commissioner of Railways. He has
put a couple of hours on to the time
table ;and instead of an occasional train
being late, now they are all late this two
hours. Really people have not the
time. It is all very well for life insur-
ance, agents or commercial travellers,
because they can do a lot of business on
the way-there is time at most of the
stations to run in a fewv clients-but the
customers of the railway, the general
travellers, would like to have a little
more expedition. Now I am coming
down to a small matter. I want the
Minister in the interests of the health of
the passengers to say to the Commissioner
that the time has come when every train
must have at least one lavatory on it.
Not only is it a matter of health, but
in some eases it is a matter of life. There
are a number of journeys, especially on
the agricultural lines, which occupy a
considerable part of the day. This
matter is a small one, but it is a serious
one. Along with that I would [ike
to ask what idiocy has come to play to
make the sanitary compartments padded
cells without pads. One would think
that the passengers had gone mad. They
are put into little cells absolutely without
any reason whatsoever. Now one other
matter in connection with the railways.
I think the time has come for a further
general reduction of freights, especially
on the agricultural lines. I

,The Colonial Secretary: WAe have made
a big reduction already.

H-on. J. F. CUJLLEN: There is a re-
duction in the shilling terminal charge
which had some rhyme or reason about
it because it represented a real expense in
working the district lines, but that is such
a trivial thing, that Is. per ton terminal
charge ; it is practically an unappreciable
reduction to the bulk of those using the
railways.
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-The Colonial Secretary:- It is a big
item to the farmers.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : It means the
merest fraction on each invoice, and it
represented a real expense to the depart-
ment, because otherwise these railway
extensions were treated as part. of the
whole length of the line, which wa a
great thing for us on those agricultuiral
lines. What I am pointing out is, how-
ever, that it is a long time since freights
-were reduced. Every year brings such
an increase in the volume of 'business
as to justify periodical revision of freights.
What I am afraid of is that the profits
that have been made-and, I think, u n-
duly made ; because freights have been
unduly kept up-are apt to go to other
things though the first claimn upon
them is the lowering of freights. I have
no, sympathy with the commnon talk
about helping this man and helping that
]nan ; bunt here is a true business ar-
rangement that the customers of the
railways have the right to demand. The
railways are not merely common carriers,
t'hey are Government instruments for
the opening up of the country, and on those
lines no profits should be made ; that is
to say, all freight and charges should be
cut to the lowest that the service will
allow. Now the time has come for the
farther revision of freights, and that is
the best possible way to encourage
settlement of the country, that is, to
carry the produce of the settler at the
lowest possible rate. Now I am coming
to two or three general matters. First,
I would lie a little light with regard to
the management of the Government
steamers. The Government, in starting
a new service, on which the eyes of the
whole country will be, will naturally say,
" We must have the best possible
manager 'we can get." I do not say
they have not a good man ; but if they
'have, it is by good luck rather than by
good management. In the first place,
they offered a salary which warned off
capable men in the country. The
manager, according to the advertise-
merit, was to begin with £E300 with a
maximumn, no matter how good hie might
he, that would never be more than £480.
That was the advertisement, £360 with

the utmost hope that he might rise to
£48. What kind of manager did the
Government expect to get for that ?

Hon. J. Cornell : A pretty good man.
He had opportunities.

Honi. 3. F. CULLEN: lDid the Gov-
ernment, consider what salaries were
being paid to men in corresponding p,.sk
tions in private enterprises ? Did they
consider this for a moment ? No. The
Government are from the forecastle,
rather than from the bridge, and they
fixed the salary accordingly. That i's
their idea of management. They offered
this manager a clerk's salary. I do not
know how many applicants they had,
I do not know how good the man they
got may be, but I know, and everyone
who knows anything of business knows,
that if they had offered. a proper salary
there would have been many apiplicants
that -would never dream of going in for
£360. Bitt the most remarkable part of
it has yet to come- The papers are on
the Table of the House, and what do
they show ? They show that on the
13th June the Govermuneat notified
the manager of his appointment, not
at £360, but at £480. Now, I say
this was an utter injustice to other
applicants, oT other qualified men who
would have been applicants. They go
behind their own offer, with no notifi-
cation to the public, and they offer this
man the maxiumn sum of £480.

Hon. J. Cornell : They thought hie was
worth it.

Hon. 3. F. CULLEN: That i3 bad
enough, but there is worse still behindl it.
The officer received the appointment in
that first letter I mentioned for six
months on probation, subject to medical
examination. That was on the 13th
June. On the same day-indeed, it is
doubtful which letter reached him first-
hie got another letter saying this -

.In pursuance of my letter of even
date, advising you of your appoint-
mnent as business manager of the State
Steamnship Service Departnen , I beg
to inform you that the Governent
guarantees-

No Public Service Cormmissione-r abouat
it, " Government guarantees "-

that if Your services prove satisfaozory
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your appointment wil at any time
during the term of probation be made
for a period of not less than five years
at an increased rate of salary.

Now, I say that this is a breach of the
Public Service Act ; it is utterly unjust
to other possilble applicants ; it is an un-
heard-of piece of usurpation of power by
Ministers of the Crown.

The Colonial Secretary :, He is not under
the Public Service Act.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: How can the
Ministers of the day promise a five years'
appointment ?

The Colonial Secretary: How did the
James Government promise it ?

Hon. J. F. CTJLLENK: Two wrongs do
not make one right, even if it be proved
that the Tames Government did wrong.

Hon. W. Kingsmi-ill : They d d it by
legislation.

Ron. 21. L. 'Moss : If we admit that
principle, 'Ministers can appoint a mnan
for 20 years, and for breach of contract
lie may land the country into thousands
of pounds for comipentation.I

Hon. J1. F. CUJLLEN: The leader of
the House has said this man is not going
to be under the Public Service Act.
How does hie know ? At present hie has
no Act protecting him or covering him
whatever. Who is to guarantee him his
next year's salary, supposing the present
Government are out of office ? Not thle
Ministers. I say it is a high-handed and
gratuitous and foolish over-stretchig
of the powers of Government, and an
utterly unjust over-stretching ; because
they first limited the applicants by
offering a clerk's salary, and then, after
they fixed on one man, they gave him
very mauch more than had been offered
to the public. Altogether it is a piece
of gratuitous blundering, and I do not
sce how any explanation or defence can
be made for it. Now, I want to take
up this excursion of the Government's
into State socialism on somewhat
broader grounds. Why cannot Minis-
ters have the courage of their policy;
and why can they not in a manly, open
way tell Parliament and the country
what they are really aiming at ? W-1hat
are we to expect by this hasty and rash
purchase of steamers? May we take

Mir. Cornell as a fair exponent of the-
Government's mind and intentions ?*
There is no beating about the bush with
Mr. Cornell, He tells the House that
every action by a union is only a stepping
stone to more. That is to say there is to
be no limit. Tn other words, they are,
going for the abolition of the employer.

Hon. J. Cornell:- Certainly ; I repeat
it.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : That is hionest.
It may be stark foolishness, but it is honest
and emphatic. They are going for the
abolition of the employer. Now, are the
Governmient going for that?

Hon. 3. W. Kirwan : I think you
should give notice of that quiestion.

Hon, J. FR CULLEN: -If they are not,
how are they going to justify this little
excursion into the steam carrier indus-
try ? It has already been proved by
speakers opposing the Governent's
point of view that the real difficulty in
thle trade is not between Fremantle and
Wyndhiam, hilt between Fremantle and
Perth. It is not on thle sea, but on the
land. Are these steamers going to be
fitted w,%ith wheels so that they may do
the land business ?

The Colonial Secretary: I will show
you that it is on the land too.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN:; So far the
speakers on the Government side have
not shown very mnuch, and least of all
have they attempted to show any diffi-
culty at sea. The difficulty is between
Fremantle and the consumer. What
could be less contestable than the case
put up by Mvr Connor? Would the-
Government have beef sold at less than
fromn 21d. to 31d. ? How is the grower
to live ? Would the Government enter
into the business to kill the grower t'
Could they give the grower less than
from 2&kd. to 3&d ? It appears to me tho
Government have started on the sea,
and that they are considerably at sea
when they ought to be on the laud. The
funny part of it is that this urgent rush
to get boats has only this result: that
whliile the bullocks are being fattened
somewhere, thle first boat ready has to
go on tramip and carry for a boss bucca-
neer. 1 d~o not think the hardest fate,
could have been more cruel to the Gov-
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eminent, The rash beginning has comes
-to the humiliation of tramp service to a
boss buccaneer, not in bulloeks, certainly,
but in sheep. However, any little epi-
sode of that sort is only setio-ds by
what it means. Are the Government
really settled in their policy of State
socialism ?

Ron. J. Cornell : State capitalism.
lion. S. F. CULLEN:- Have they

really studied the question ? What is
going to come of it ? Are they hoping
that they mlay get legislation to secure
-them in the market and kill the private
*.employer in one act, or do they seriously
think they can compete 'with the private
,employer ? In the matter of railway
building they have taken the bull by the
horns and said " We will ensure our own
safety. We are taking care that we will
never be beaten by the private capitalist.
We will never let him have any railways
to build, and so we can say, look how
cheaply we build these lines, there is
nothing to compare with it." Are
Ministers prepared in connection with
brickmaking, sawinilling, and steamer
running, are they going to bring in legis-
lation to give them a monopoly, and if
not do they really dream of being able to
compete with private enterprise ? They
-can only do it by charging the deficit
to the general taxpayer, not openly, but
under cover.

Hon. J. Cornell: What is your author-
Sty ?

Hon. J. F. CUILLEN : It is always done.
Even in connection with the steamers
we have it openly said that it would not
seriously matter if, for a time, they were
runi at a loss ; that is to say, the general
taxpayer would have to pay. It is the
only chance for State socialism on a
small scale, that its faults and deficits
-can be hidden and covered. There has
not been a single work carried out by day
labour by any Government in connection
-With which the public have had the full
facts. Parliament may call for returns,
-anid when the returns come most vital
items are missing from the pages, specifi-
cations have been watered down to suit,
or items of expenditure omitted alto.
gether. It stands to reason that tile
:private employer can do better than the

Government every time. He will al-
ways get more work done than will the
Government, and I s.uggest to Ministers
that they will do &huch bettek irith a
little bit of State socialism than Q*ith a
kIt ;bees-use while they ha4'e the general
taxpayer to come to the rescue and bear
the brunit they can covet ip the faults
and deficits. But the dream that if all
were in the Government nasy, a few honis
l~r day wbuld suffice tbi *orking, ard
*e wouild all do what tie plehtaed, and
be as happy aS Larry, is the indat childish,
puerile and hopeless delusion tht~t arty
rtian can clidrisli: I am not going to
further labor this positiobi, but I adk
Mihisters to very seriously consider
what they are ehsering upon and to be
very careful of what they are in for.
They might run the steamers on tramp
service,etf-rying aL cargo of coal no*, and
a cargo of the boss buccaneers' sheep
another time;, but how paltry and-
humiliating a come-down from what was
put before the electors as a catch- cry
last September and October-the cheap-
ening of meat-the Government of the
country coming down to tramp service
to the boss buccaneers !The thing is
humiliating. I want to say a few words
as to the defence of their policy put
forward by the Government. It is al-
ways wise for Cabinet, whatever they
decide to say, that all should agree to
say the same thing. That is the first
canon of safety. The amusing part of
the Government's defence just now is
that the Governor's Speech declared
that steamers had been purchased, and
that one House of Parliament wvould be
asked to ratify and approve that pu-
chase. The Speech practically admits
the need for some ratification. It does
not say where the money is coming from,
but it says distinctly that the Govern-
ment would not be quite comfortable
until they got ratification and approval.
W hen the Colonial Secretary answered
Mr. M,%oss, lie said that this was a mistake.

The Colonial Secretary:; I did not say
it was a mistake.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: No, not in those
words. What the Minister said was that
the Speech did not mean what anybody
would think it meant ;it did not mean
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that the Government were asking for
rat~fication or approval at all of this
steamer purchase.

The Colonial Secretary :I said it was
not asking for an appropriation.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: We are told
that it referred to consequent expendi-
ture, upkeep, oil, cotton waste and
thle like-that that was what it referred
to. This is exactly the force of the
Colonial Secretary's defence. He said
it did not refer to the steamer purchase
at all, that that had been passed ;that
it referred to anything the Government
might want later, and that they would
like an appropriation for oil and waste,
but not for steamners, that they were a
mere detail. Now, when the beol. Mr.
Dodd camne to followv after thle Coonial
Secretary, he knew, because he has some
clearness of head, that this d~efence would
not hold water. So lie set to work on the
lines followed in the Speech, and ad-
mitted that there would have to be a
ratification. But the funny part wvas
his quotation. He quoted from an
einent authority. There is no dis-
puting that. But so is the multiplica-
tion table an emrinent authority-and
the one has about as muc-h application
to Mr. Moss's charge as has thle other.
Mr. Dodd read extracts giving prece-
dents for the using of contingency money
or Treasury advance, whichever you like
to call it, for the very things it was in-
tended to cover, unforeseen expenditure,
urgent demands on lines that Mlinisters
knewv Parliament would approve. That
is all right. No one disputes that. But
the point here was that Ministers used
that Treasury advance for a big object
which they knew in their hearts Parlia-
ment would not approve, and it was be-
cause of the knowledge that Parliament
would not approve it they sneaked the
money from the Treasury advance and
put it to their unlawful and unconsti-
tutional purposes.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Are you sure it was
paid out of the Treasury advance ?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : 'Well assouming
that it was- Neither the Minister in
charge of the House not Mir. Dodd at-
tempted to answer the gravamen of Mr.

-Moss' charge.

Hon. J. Dodd (Honorary. Minister):
You made the accusation, and it is for
your party to prove that it is uncon-
stitutional. That they cannot do.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: To my satis-
faction Mr. Moss proved it, and no
Minister has attempted to answer Mr.
Moss's arguments. They have tried to
slip away by quoting something applic-
able to omethiing else, merely because
it was a good author quoted from. I
have some suspicion that the same acci-
dent happened to Mir. Dodd with these
extracts as in the case of that other one
which hie desired to quote from the late
Mr. Throssell's speech, namely, that his
typist; turned over too many leaves and
read the wrong page. Now, I think the
preparer of his brief was preparing him
to answer something very different from
the charges made in the House. Every-
body admits the Government must have
a contingency vote, and must use it for
excesses over votes.

Hon. J. Dodd (Honorary Minister):
It is a very paltry statement to make.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Well, every
member is entitled to his own opinion.
It is essential that the Government
should haove contingency money at hland
for excesses over votes, for urgent and
unseen demands on lines that Ministers
know from precedent Parliament could
not reasonably object to. No one dis-
putes that. But they have not answvered
Mr. Moss's charge at all. Knowing that
one House of the Legislature would not
approve of the expenditure, why did
Ministers go behind the back of 1'arlia-
ment, why allow the first session to go b 'y
without submitting the trading Bill
And when Parliament closed, why go
belhind the back of Parliament and take
the Treasurer's advance money for some-
thing they knew Parliament would ob-
fect to. There has been no answer to
that. Furthermore, thle real gravament
of the charge which one beol. member
tried to burk by a point of order.
is this : that the Government pretended
to believe that it would be only neces-
sary to get ratification from one House
of Parliament instead of from both.
Remember, it was not the spending
of £60,000 but the introduction of amt
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absolutely new policy contradicting the
whole policy of the country in the past.
There has been no attempt to answer that
except by the hon. member who tried to
burk it, and who really suggested that
Ministers might hide themselves wider
the vice-regal table. Possibly, when
the leader of the House gets up hie
may be able to give an answer to Mir.
Moss's charge.

The Colonial Secretary : It is too late
nlow.

,Hon. J. F. CULJLEN: Not to the
country if the Minister hasj any answer.
I have heard a Minister who knew he had
no answer to a charge, take a tot of
trouble to get himself ruled out of order.
The leader of the House w-ill not do that,
I am sure. If hie has an answer let him
bring it before the -House and the coun-
try. Why do the Government, knowing
this House would not endorse the steamer
policy, let a session go by and start in the
recess. Why did the Government say,
"We do not need the approval of this
from the Legislative Council, but only
from the Legislative Assembly " ? What
has the Minister to say in defence of thmee
two gross breaches of constitutionail
practice ? Possibly the Minister will tell
us that, although the steamers caasuot
possibly reduce the price of carcase meat
at Fremantle, the Government may get
their point by opening butchers' shops. I
hope Ministers, if they have any' such idea,
wmill not, without very grave consider-
ation and consultation of Parliament,
become traders in butchers' incnt. I
heard to-day that one shop laud been
taken-I do not know whether that is
true-and I actually had a copy of the
Ministerial notice, or what purports to
be a copy, supplied t-o me. I do not
know wvhether it is authentic.

The Colonial Secretary : A dod.ge

Hon. 3. F. CULLEN: Yes. I do not
know if it is authentic, but I will giethe
House the benefit of it. It rc-adsi this
way-

Q Yes! 0QYes! O Ye3
Stop ye wage-slaves- Look bo-th ways

at once:
Bullock beef for the million a, million

prices

Beat fish in the world; Stingray always
on hand.

R ,oll up ye womealand meon,
Cookies, swaggies, mothers-of-ten,
Fatten your £L5 girls and boys
On Government~sausage, tripe, and

saveloys.

Our motto: Sell under cost and live on
the volume of trade.

There might have been a better motto
Sell under cost and charge the cost to the
tax-payers. It goes on to say-

N.E.-Whilst the first, shipment of hbol-
locks are fattening, the "I Kwinana"
will go on " tramp- " under hire to&
boss buccaneer.

Hon, J. E, Dodd (Honorary Minister):
W~ho is the author ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew): An analysis of the debate
which has been in progress during the
last fortnight ought to convince any an-
biassed person that if the Government
have been guilty of any sins of omission
or commission they cannot be of a
particularly henious character. There
has been wholesale condemnation of
certain phaises of the Government policy,
for instance, there has been very strong
condemnation of the steamnei purchase.
We have also been accused of an attempt
to make an inroad on the rights and
privileges of this House, but apart from
these, the charges levelled against us
have not been of a very serioas nature.
The Trades Hall grant has been criticised,
but members have forgotten the fact
that the question will he submitted for
consideration in due form. A lot of
irrelevant mnatters have been imported
into the discussion, for instance, Mr.
Justice Higgins received a certain amount
of notice, and a very refined phrase,
which was first uttered by a gentlemani
who is exrrmely biassed against the
J'udge, was given circulation in Western
Australia. Mir. King O'Malley's ex-
perience with the Jumpers was trotted
out, and some members dealt at length
with the Brisbane strike and Andrew
Fisher's Administration. We had news-
paper cuttings of what this Labour
man had said in the Eastern States, and
what that Labour man said all. havi-j'
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absohdtely no bearing on the question
under discussion, so that anyone who
has studied the matter impartially can-
not but come to the conclusion that
when members resort to material of this
kind they must have very few sticks
indeed to throw at the Labour Govern-
ment in Western Australia. Mr. Moss
was very severe in his treatment of the
Ministry. He laid himself out to state
is cuse with all the vigour, energy, and
eloquence at his command. He was
caustic enough in all conscience, but
what of Mr. Culen? That honourable
gentleman strove to blast and wither us
up with one breath. He gave Mr. Dodd and
myself clearly to understand what we
might expect in this Chamber if the ad-
ministration of the Government was not
according to his particular ideas. I do
not know whether he was speaking
from inside information, or whether he
had consulted other members of the
Chamber, but there was a clear indica-
tion from his remarks that unless we
applied our pens to our departmental
files in accordance with his own ideas,
we should receive a very hot time from
members of this House. That is a very
peculiar attitude for any member to take
up. and it is a very ugly sword indeed to
be hanging over myself and my collea-
gue mn this Chamber. Should the thread
break and the sword fall, I only hope the
consequences will not be so serious as 'ye
might be led to apprehend. Mir. Moss
has repeatedly asked in this House for
information as to what the Government
propose to do with reference to the
Savings Bank, and he has received on
every occasion a somewhat similar reply-

Hon. M. L. Moss :A somewhat evasive
reply.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
the matter was under consideration. I
very much regret indeed that I cannot
at this stage supply any further in.
formation to this Chamber. Negotia-
tions are still pending with a view to a
friendly settlement, and it would be a
great mistake if any statement were
made as to the nature of the negotia-
tions in view of the fact that such state-
inent, might lead to a rupture in the
negotiations. I can assure members

that the Government are even more
closely interested in the matter than the
members of the Legislative Couincil. We
reciognise that it is of the utmost im-
portance that we should hare under
our control the funds of the Government
Savings Bank, and we intend to take
every possible step in order to preserve
the rights of Western Australia in that
particular respect. Should we lose con-
trol of those funds, there is not the
slightest doubt we should be very severely
handicapped in carrying out our policy.
It the Federal Government take charge
of these funds and we have not a large
share in the control of them, it will be
a very serious matter for us as a Labour
Government.

Hon. M. L. Moss: I am glad you recog-
nise the gravity of it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
will give an instance of the value of the
Savings Bank funds. During the last
four months £193,000 was silent by the
Agricultural Bank and the whole of that
money came from the Government
Savings Hank, and 445 persons partici-
p'ated in the loan. Should any hitch
occur in the negotiations, and, so far as
we can see there is not much probability;
but should any hitch occur we are pre-
pared, with a week's notice or a fort-
night's notice, to enter into competition
with the Federal State Bank ; but I do
not think members require rme to give
every detail. It is undesirable at the
present stage, but if it becomes necessary
we are fully prepared to meet the situa-
tion. It was stated during the course
of the debate that the Labour party in
Western Australia were unificationists.
That statement was made by Mr. Moss,
and it was a most unwarranted state-
merit, from my experience. I know
hundreds of Labour men in Western Aus-
tralia who are strongly opposed to
unification. They feel that the Federal
authority should have control of national
affairs, but when it comecs to matters of
domestic concern the State Parliament
should have full control. If the Federal
Parliament had full control of the whole
of the Australian States, I am afraid the
development of the resources of the
States would not have full attention.
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There is no doubt, howe,-er, thait the
feeling'in favour of unification is growing
in Western Australia, and it is growing
right through Australia, and the reason
for it has been clearly explained by Mr.
Dodd. The attitude of the various
Legislative Councils towards the various
democratic measures has given a greater
fillip to the feeling in favour of unifi-
cation than anything else I know of.
Mr. Lynn pointed out the necessity for
deepening the Fremantlo harbour. This
matter was brought before my notice by
the Fremantle Harbour Trust, anid I at
once recognised the necessity for taking
steps, and I have asked the Public Works
Department to supply me with an esti-
mate of the cost of the work. When that
estimate is received the matter will be
presented to Cabinet, and will receive
prompt consideration. Air. Connolly
spoke in defence of the establishment
of the aborigines cattle station. There
was no necessity whatever for that. I
uttered not one word of condemnation
of the action of the Wilson Government
in purchasing that particular property,
but at the same time I will say that it
was purchased altogether without Par-
liamentary authority, and up to the
present the sanction of the Legislature
has not been secured for that purchtase.
Mr. Connoliy stated that the establish-
ment of this station had put a stop to the
wholesale imprisonment of natives. We
have no evidence to prove that that is the
ease. I can tell members what put a
stop to the wholesale imprisonment of
natives. The previous Government in.
troduced an amendment td the Aborigines
Act during the year 1911, and made pro-
vision that no plea of guilty should be
accepted from an aboriginal native who
was being tried for an offence except with
the consent of a, protector. The result is,
although cattle stealing is going on, it is
useless to prosecute in view of this par-
ticular amendment unless pastoralists
whose cattle have been killed will come
and give evidence. I strongly approve
of the action taken by the previous Gov-
ernment, because I recognise, and have
discovered, that if a native is accused of
an offence in a Court of Justice, in nine
cases out of ten, whether innocent or

guilty, he will plead guilty. The Wilson
Government decided to amend the law,
ad wisely so, and the position now is,
that before an aboriginal native can he
convicted of an offence, evidence must
be given against him establishing his
guilt beyond all doubt. That is the
reason why the gaols in the North-West
are empty, and why the country has been
saved, as Air. Connolly stated, no less
than £E4,000 a year.

Hon. R1. D. McKenzie: Is cattle-spear-
ig- as prevalent now as it was?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
very prevalent, but not in the immediate
iciinitv of the station, and only recently
I decided to establish another killing
dep~t, w-ithin about 150 miles of Aloola-
balla station. Judging by the speeches of
some members, there seems to be a sus-
picionI that the Government is hostile to
immigration, but I can assure- them there
is no justification for arriving at that
concelusion. During last year 4,617 nomi-
nated immig-rants arrived in Western Aus-
tralia. and 4,984 assisted immigrants were
initroduced into the State, or a total of
9,601, 'with a capital of £67,168. During
the previous year, 1.442 nominated, and
6,164 assisted, or a total of 7,660 immi-
grants, with a total capital of f49*784.
arrived in [lie State. 'Members might say
[hat a lot of these had been arranged for
by the previous Government, and that the
present Government would not have
brought them out. I want to meet that
positin. The nominations now reach an
average of 160 a week, or at the rate of
8,320 a year,. with our sanction, and with
our approval.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Has the passage face
been increased?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
has been increased, in order to make it
uniform with the rates agreed to by the
other States.

Ron. Mf. L. M~oss: Why?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We

were approached on the matter, nb
formaity was desired, good grounds were
slated for adopting a uniform rate, and
wve fell in with the proposition.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: How much is the
\ncrca-se?
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I can
not give tire amount. There was a dis-
cussion at the Premiers' conference, and
as a result a conclusion was arrived at,
and we fell int line with what was agreed
upon by the variouis Premiers at that con-
ference.

Hon. F. Connor: Why did you close the
Melbourne agency?~

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: At
present there are 4,370 nominated immi-
grants awaiting shipment.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: That is under the
old rate, I prestume.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
Partly under the old rate, and partly
uinder the new rate. I wvant to point out
the accumulation whien we took office, and
the accumulation to-day. The accumula-
tion at present is 4,370, or 234 mrore than
when we took oflice. Members might
say that we are simply bringing
out imimigrants arranged for by the pro-
vrous Government, but the position is that
-we have an accumulation of 234 more than
were arranged for on the 7th October
last. We are riot opposed to immigration,
but we have thoroug-hly decided that we
will not create an unemployed difflculty.
'While it is possible to absorb these iMinmi
grants, and while they are being absorbed,
we shall have no hesitation in continuing
thre policy inaugurated by the previous
-Ministry, brit at the same time should an
unemployed difficulty be thIreatened, or
should we clearly see Ilhat there is a1
dangLer iii introducing large numbers of
imig.rants into W"estern Australia, we
shall nrot hesitate to take proper action.

Hon. F. Conrnor: Wilt you send for,
King O'Malley

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:. Tire
meat question created a cousiderablo,
amount of discussion, and Mr. Connor
asked wvhv the Government have boug4t
these boats; lie also said that the smiall
imn is not debarred from shipiping cattle,'

aind that there is no monopoly in the
business. I will tell. the lion, member
what used to occur and what would
probably have continued to occur if the
influence of the Government had not been
felt. The big men used to charter boats;
they had full control of the space; theny

made contracts with s mall men, and very
one-sided contracts they were; they would
make these contracts twelve months in
advance, and would have the option to
take a certain number of cattle, or to take
none at all if it did not suit them.

Hon. F. Connor: That is not true.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: They

could take tirenm at their own price.
Hon. F. Connor: That is not true.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
was the position, and I say it was a very
one-sided contract. Only five months ago
we had 300 head of cattle from t he
aborigines' sat ion, and we wvanted to
bring them to Fremantle. Contnor,
Dohierty & Darack, Ltd., offered £3 7s.
6d. per ]lead for these cattle, at Wynd-
ham; Phillips offered uts £3 10s,, at the
same ])lace, and endeavoured to arrange
freight, but Connor, Dohierty & Durack
qjuoted £:4 a hlead, althoughi I think 'Mr.
Connor stated, inl the course of his speech.
that a fair- rate was £2 7s. Gd. However,
Connor, Doherty & Durack's quotation to
Philli;. s, for bringing down our cattle,
was £4 a head, an d consequentlyI the deal
betwveeni the Government and Phiiltips was
decla red off. and dhe cattle had to reniai'i
in the East Kinmberley dlistrict, and they
ill have to stay ftere titii the Govern-

ment boar brings then dlown next month.
That is oii experience, aind, fromt inif-r-
matiun I have gleaned fromn a responsible
officer- inl the departmnent, that has beani
the experience of smnall holders in the
Kiniberlerv district. Mr. Connor advocated
frecezer's, but in his evidence given before
the Roya! Commiissionl onl mleat supply, ill
lOOS, hie stated tMa~t the large holders hadl
12.5.000 head oif cattle in the East Kim-
berhey district, arnd the small holders only
fromn 30.000 to 50.000 hlead of cattle.

Hon. F. Connor : That is ancient his-
tory, anyhow.

Tire COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
rnot so long since-only 3%/ years. The
freezers contenmplated would cost riot less
than, E100.000. a4 water su~pply would have
to he provided, large'1 bulilding"s would have
to be erectcd, and triplicate parts pro-
vided for.

H~on. F. Conuor: That is wrong.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY:- That
is taken from the evidence given by Mr.
Cairns, who is an expert. Suppose we
went to the expense of erecting these
freezers at Wv ndham, what position
would we be in -i We would be at the
mercy of the large holders, who control
the great bulk of the cattle in the East
Kimberlev district. The smaill holders
would not have sufficient stock to keep a
freezer that would cost £100,000 going,
and the erection of a freezer of that
magnitude will be necessary because can-
ng operations will have to be carried

on. Supposing the large holders refuse
for some reason or other to patronise the
freezers, what position would the Gov-
ernment be in? Members might say that
they will not do it, but how can we say
definitely that they will notY The clues-
tion of erecting freezers at .Wyndham is
one for very serious consideration, and
the -Government will require something
more than an assurance of support from
the large holders of cattle in that part of
the State.

Hon. F. Con nor: It is not serious to
huy steamers, oh, no!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Pre-
vious Governments were consideringr the
matter for about seven years, but it is
strange no action was taken by them in
the direction of attempting to carry that
part of their policy into effect.

Hon. F. Con nor: Yes they dlid; they
had their arrangements made.

The COLONIAL SECR.FTARY: Peo-
ple want cheap meat, and the Government
intend to do aill in their power to provide
it. Mr. Connor and 3Mr. MeLarty pro-
vided stacks of statistics with a view to
proving that meat was cheap in the metro-
politan area, hut it will require more
than all the statistics they can furnish
to convince the housewives of Perth that
w'hat they represent is an actual fact.

Hon. F. Connor: That the price of beef
is is. 2d.?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
pirice of meat distributed in Perth ranges
from 7d. to is. 2d. a pond.

Hon. F. Connor: That is wrong.%

18,9]

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Sev-
eupence is the price for cuts off the neck
and 84. for corned beef.

Hon. F. Connor: No, no.
The PRESIDENT: There is too much

interruption.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Nine-

pence is charged for steak, and Is. 2d.
foi the best steak.

R~on. F. Connor: 1Mr. President, if
mis-statements are being put before the
House. cannot I as a member interject
to say that they are mis -statements?

The PRESIDENT: Yes, in moderation,
but it is a continual rain.

Hon. F. Connor: It is a continual rain
of misrepresentations

The PRESIDE'NT: The hon. member
must sit down, and allow the 'Minister to
proceed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:- Beef
is retailed iii Perth at from 7d. to is. 2d.
a pound-, and I will prove it by invoices.
I will leave these invoices for any mem-
ber who cares to peruse them.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: When
the sitting was suspended I was dealing
w-ith the price of meat as retailed in
Perth, and I stated that it was sold at
7d. for inferior, 8d. for corned beef, 9d,
for steak and is. 2d. for the best steak.

HRon. J. F. Cullen: That is in some
shopis.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Those
are the prices that I have had to pay, and
if hon. members are inquisitive I would
like to lay ant invoice I have on the Table
of the House side by side with Mr. Con-
nor's exhibit of beef, so that it might be
perused-

Hon. A. G. Jenkins:- Are they cash Or

booked prices 9
The COLONIAL SECRETARY:

Booked, although the terns are weekly.
Hon. A. G. Jenkins: That makes a

difference.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That

is the price of meat in Perth beyond a
doubt, 7d. to is. 2d.. per lb.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: The hon. member
admits the evidence on the Table of the
House.
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Thle COLO"NIALb SECRETARY: I
will deal with that, by and by. There is
no doubt. that during the last week or so
prices may have come down. Only the
other morning I received a dodger by
post aunnuuncing a reduction in the price
of meat. d~r. Connor has laid his exhibit
un the Table of the House, and I propose
to read this dodgeir, and then place it
beside the exhibit of beef. I will rend it
without giving- thle name or the address of
the butcher.

The bloke that broke the meat ring,
Under patronage of the Labour Gov-

ernment. The old firmn often bent!
You. know the rest; turn over the nest
leaf-never broke. Subs, steak, Is.;-
4lhs. roast, is.; Slbs. rump) steak, 2s.;I
chops, 6id.; legs, 6d.; corned beef,
3d.; Ballarat bacon, 6id.; shins, Is.;
corned beef, l7s. per lO0lbs., de-
livered railway station; 2 1/ sausages,
is.; l2lbs. German, 5s.; saveloys, id.
oach. Train fare paid to any part of

Pthto the purchaser of 3s. worth of
mneat. Train fare paid one way -within
15 miles of Perth to any purchaser of
s. worth of mecat. No more robbery.
This business is for sale. The condi-
tions are purchaser must sell 31bs. steak
for Is. Nut? said.

This is one of the direct results of the at-
tempt of thle Labour Government to break
up the mne-at ring. 31r. Coiinor stated that
the cheapest m-eat in the world was sold
iii Perth. I think it will be a difficult
matter for him to convince thle people of
Perth that that is the case. There is one
point onl which there is no dispute, and
that is that the cattle are sold at Wre-
mantle from £:6 to £6 10s. per head; that
means 21/s per lb., with something like
Ll per head profit. The cost of slaughter-
ing is 6is. and the value of the fifth quar-
ter is £C1 6is. 9d.; consequently there is a
profit of £1 on every head of cattle that
passes through the abattoirs, and] besides
that, on the face of it, with cattle weigh-
ing 65lbs. sold for £6 10s. a head, it
should be possible to sell all the mneat
wholesale at 212d. The question is, who is
making the profit? Someone must be
making it. If the price of mneat is from
7d. to is. 2d. a lb. and it passes from the

abattoirs at 2 ',d. per lb., someone
must be making a huge profit. It
is somieone btween the ahattoirs and
the consumer, Hon. members might
say that there is the cost of dlis-
tribution. The Royal Commission which
sat in 1908 heard the evidence of
a number of experts, who stated that a
fair stun to charge for tie dlistr'ibution
was 'Id. per lb., and. the had debts had to
be taken into consideration,. and it was
estimated that %/'d. would he a fair
amiount to provide. If we take 1d. per
1b. as the cost of distribuntion and 1'Ad. as
the provision for bad. debts, even then
someone will be mnaking- an extraordinary
profit, a profit to which hie is not en-
titled? and a proft -which warranted- the
Government in embarking On the present
undertaking.

Hon. J. F. Cullent: How will the steam-
ers help that?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I
have said there is a ring, and there is
every indication that the ring still exists.
The Royal Commission whichl sat to in-
quire into this matter was not such as
would lead anyone to believe that the
members comprised those who were en-
tirely in sympathy with the Labour cause.
Mr. R. W. Penuefathe-, a mnember of. this
House. was Chairman, and the other mem-
bers were the hion. Robert Laurie, M.L.C.,
MAr. H. Daglish, M.L.A., 'Mr. W. D. John-
sun, Af.L.A.. and Air. W. B. Gordon,
A21. L.A. Mr. Daglish and Air. Jobhnson
were the only men on that Commission
who advocated the Labour cause. What
did the Commission report? After ex-
haustive inquiry-the report of the evi-
dence takes uip no less than 410 printed
pages-and after sitting for months and
giving the matter every consideration they
sayv-

Thle prevailing practice in regard
to the wholesale disposal of meat is
extremely unsatisfac tory. The trade
is almost entirely in the bands of six
wholesale firms, three of whom con-
trol the largest pastoral interests in
W~estern Australia.

These are men who cannot be considered
biassed in any respect.
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These firms distribute nearly all thle
mneat consumed ini the Metropolitan Dis-
trict, the retailers purchasing from
thorn at prices fixed by- a grader em-
ployed arid paid by thle sellers.

Is there not strong evidence of a ringn
thpre ? 'T'his, too, is stronger ]anguage
than ever I have used.

Thle ability of these firms, working
in conjunction, to fix and maintain
prices is largely dlue to thle fact that
during one half of the year almost all
the beef supplies are drawn from thle
XKimberleys, where the principal pas-
toral interests of the three wholesale
firms referred to are located. Up to
thle last few nmonths, although the
wholesale price of meat was fixed, the
retailer had entire freedom to deter-
inine his own retail charges. All this
has been changed in Perth and the
priincipail suburbs by the establishment
of a Retailers' Association, consistingL
of almost all tire butchers within the
area it covers, from the managers of
Mlessrs. Holnies Bros., Ltd., and
Messrs. Fuller, Naughton & Co., Ltd.,
dtown to Lte smallest retailer. The
princijpal if not thle only object sought
when this Orgauisartion was estab-
lished was to make an increase and
create uniformity in the prices charged
for meat, so that the butchers might
make a profit in the future, and make
good any loss incurred in the past.
Thie first; work accomplished by this
Association was the framing of a
scale of charges, which all retailers
were asked to enforce, a.-nd which has
been closely adhered to during thle
last four or fire mouths. There have
been instances in which firms were al-
leged to have sold at lower rates, and
t o deal with such the association has
provided for heavy penalties in proved
cases.

I have made an investigation and I think
the same state Of affirls exists to-day,
although in a more intensified formn.

Hon. F. Connor :That is not true.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
remaninder goxes on to say-

There call be no doubt that the
wholesale firms have refused supplies

Lo cer~tain, retailers whose prices were
lower than those agreed upon by the
Retailers' Association. Whilst thle
control of supplies remains in the
hands Of a Small number of wholesale
lirmns, it Will always be possible for
threm, by arr anmgemen it, to squeeze out
a retailer whose methods or prices are
objectionable to thorn.

This report was preseirted on the 18th
December, 19)0S. That was tile state of
aiffairs at the close of 1908. and
from tire evidence in the possession
of' tire Government it is the con-
dition of thing-s existingo to-day. O-w-
ing to the reports made to us hacking
up this report, and which showed that the
evil still existed, we decided 'to embark
upon an undertalking which has elicited
so much criticism in this House. It was
unforseen expenditure. We were only
about two months in office when the
Estimiates -were submitted. During the
reccsd, however, we gave the matter very
close consideration,' and we discovered ovi-
rienee which led us to the conclrsion that
there was a mneat combination and we
tried to do our best to break it tip. The
first step was to get sonic control over
the shipping. Whrat would have been the
use of miaing any attempt to break tip
that combination if we had been iii the
hnuds of the shipping companies? We
tried to get cattle dlown froni the Abori-
gines' station, hut were blocked. They
wanted E4I a head and led us to believe
that urg-ent steps were necessary in order
to overcomle the position. This expendi-
ture was3 certainly unforeseen. It was
never contemplated when the House close.[
down last session, but we felt that vve
could justify our position when Parlia-
luert met again., We have lne nothing
illegal. In thre past there has been ex-
pernditure which was illegal, but we did
riot commit anl illegal act. The provision
of a Treasurer's advance to legalise tlhat
which a Government mnight consider neces-
sar-y is, I believe, without precedent in any
other part of the British Domninions,
Hitherto there had been no appropriation
provided for unforseen expenditure. There
was a report from the'Auditor General
that that expenditure in the past was il-
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legal because it bad been incurred
without the authority of Parliament. In
order to get over the position, the Gov-
ernment of the day secured from Parlia-
ment last session a lump sum to provide
for unforeseen expendi tutre. We broughlt
down a Bill, and both Houses of Parlia-
ment granted an appropriatioin of
£250,000 as "an advance to the Treasurer"
to ulse as be pleased. Parliament had so
much confidence iin the Treasurer that
they entrusted him with this quarter of
a million of money to apply in, any maii-
ner he considered wise and necessary, of
course within the corners of the law.
Hon. miembers showed great confidence in
the Government in granting this amount,
but they hare done it, and now they turn
round and state the Government com-
mnitted an illegal action. By doing tkt
lion, members stultified themselves, but
they will discover before many months
are over that what the Government have
done is perfectly justifiable. Hon. mem-
bers may condemn our action and
say that they do no feel inclined
to trust us in future and that we
should not have used the money for
that purpose. They mjay ask us why we
did it, and tell us that they will think
twice before trusting us with a similar
amount again. They would then, I say,
he on safe ground; but when they say
that we acted illegally they are saying
something which is not Correct, and it will
be proved before long- that they are taking
up a wrong attitude and are on rotten
ground. if I may use the expression.

Hon. F. Connor: That is a nice threat
fromt a Minister.

The COLO.NIAL SECRETARY: It is
not a threat.

Hfon. 21. L. Moss: On a personal ex-
planation, I wish to correct a mnis-state-
meat which the Minister has made. The
bon. member has said that never before
had an adv'ance heen made to the Trea-
surer uinder an Appropriation Act. I
knew that it was wrong and that it had
been done in every Act.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: What is the per-
sonal explanation?

Hlon. M. L. Moss: I am addressing the
P resident just now.

on. J. W. Kirwan: On a point of
order, I want to know if it is competent
for any member of the House to interrupt
another member unless it is to make a
personal explanation.

The PRESIDENT:, l have not up to
the present Lioticed anything personal ini
it.

Hon. 'M. L. Moss:, I am making a per-
sonal explanation because I said this ex-
penditure had been incurred illegally. The
MXinister said that this appropriation
uinder the Appropriation Act gave a
quarter of a million to the Treasurer with
whichi to purchase these steamers. I said
that it was unlawful and the Minister said.
this appropriation had never been made
previously.

The COLONIAL SECR-ETARY: Out-
side of Western Australia.

Hon. M. L. Moss: But I find on page
154 of the statutes of 1910-11 a vote of
£400,000 odd for the Colonial Treasurer
and in regard to which is attached a
footnote-

Including "advance to Treasurer,
£200,000."' to enable the Treasurer to
make advances to public officers, on
account of other Governments, etcetera;
also to pay expenses, which will be sub-
nitt-ted. in detail for Parliamentary ap-
propriation during the year 14.11-12.

So that the statement I made previously,
which the hon. mnember is now contradict-
ing, is absolutely hona out, not only by
the statute I am now quoting, but by every
one for years past.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I saidI
it had not been done in any other portion
of the Britlish Dorninions and that it has
only been in forc in Western Australiat
for about two years. That is what I have
been advised. About two or two and a-
half year-s ago it was adopted on the re-
conmmenda tion of the Auditor General,
and I think the first Treasurer's advance
asked for by the Wilson Government was
£t150.000: in the next session I think it was
again£500 Last year the Wilson
Government had madle provision for an
adlvance of £9-50,000. We discovered that
when we went into office but wo did not
see ftt to make anyv alteration. If the
Wilson Goveruent thought themselvo-.
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fit to be entrusted with a quarter of a
million, we did not think any less of our-
selves; therefore, we did not interfere
with the Estimates and Parliament ap-
proved of them. But it is only during
recent years that this method has been
adopted and the object of making this
provisioin is to legalise any expenditure
by the Government in connection with the
Treasurer's advance. Mr. Connor laid
great stress on the mortality of stock.
lie said it was a mat ter' which had to be
taken very much into consideration in
connection with the price of meat.

Ron. P. Connor: Quote Mr. McLarty
also.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: MHr.
Connor, when giving evidence before the
Royal Commission in 1903, said- that he
had allowed 4s. per head for mortality as
an average: sometimes there was no mor-
tality, sometimes, a little of it, and at other
times many of the beasts were lost, but at
any rate he considered if lie provided 4s.
per head he was coverting all possible loss.
That amounts to about one fifth o? a
penny a potund, so that item cannot be
regarded as an important factor in the
direction of increasing the price of mneaL.
Mr. Cullen said that the Government were
embarking on the undertaking arid bring-
ing down store sheep frnaiu Carniarvon and
engaging in other enlerrsc-i; which will
nlot have time effect of decreasing the price
of meat; hut we are only~ making a start,
aind we discovered that the -whole of the
contracts for the next seven or night
months, until next season, have already
been fixed. We recogniised that thA would
he so when we made the purchases, and it
is impossible for our action to have any
important effect upon the price of meat
until next year.

Hon. J. F. Cullen : I thought it was
al~readT down to 4d. per lb.

Thme COLONIAL SECRETARY: I am
very much surprised to see that it is, but
the people in the ring are so ranch
alarmed at the action of tbe Government
that they have decided to &rop the price
of meat forthwith, and,, later on, when
ow. steamers are in operation they will
say that the meat was always cheap.
When we see members coining. forward

and producing an exhibit such as that we
have on the Table, to prove that the beef
is sellin at 4d, a paund, we can readily
realise that eight months hence, -when we
succeed in dropping the meat 4d. or 5d.
all round, they will say it has never been
above that. Mr. Connor said he was
prepared to offer all his cattle on a bang-
tail muster, at £C2 10s. a head, but, what
about the station?

Hon, F.. Connor: Subject to arbitration.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: All

the vested interests maust be taken into
account, Hon. members must realise that
the offer of the stock without the station
is worth nothing.

Honl. F. Counor: I will give you the
station in.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Will
the hon. member sell his stock at the price
mentioned and let us have the station
also?

Hon. F. Connor: I wake you a straight-
out offer to sell the stock at £2 10s. per
head with the lease thrown in.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Very
well, the matter will receive consideration
ait the Cabinet meetinig to-morrow. Mr.
L ynn said that we had taken a plunge in
the dark. Apparently lion. members want
us to unfold Our policy so that the people
we are fighting shall knoxv exactly what
we are going to do. Do hon. memubers ex-
pect us to publish our plans broadcast?
Would that be a businesslike proceedinjg?
Certainly not, and we are not going to do
it. We have studied the thing carefully
and we are satisfied that we can make a
success of it: if we make a loss we will be
the sutfferers.

lon, M., L, Moss:. No; the people will
be the sufferers.

The COL.QNIAL SECRETARY: The
reputation, Of the party wjtl be at stake,
and it will be for us to see in connection
with this undertaking that the country
shallI sixtffer no logs, and I am satisfied
from nmy brief experience that there will
be no. loss. We. have evidence of' that ini
the, stern opposition shownl by those
against whom we are- fightia-I might
almost say the vindictiveness of time hos-
tility they are showing towards this enter-
prise. It is not so with the business pub-
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lie. We arte receiving thle hearty support
of the business community outside the
shipping j)eople; they aire rendering- us
every Iiel. and I am certain that thle un-
dertaking is going to succeed. It is not
miere imag-ination; we have the solid facts
to go on, and we have the contracts.
When the mneal season is over these ves-
sels will not be inactive; we will find
plenty of work for them to (10, io fact,
thle diflldly 11ow is to deride which work
is to be done first. Mr. Lynn said that
(lie steamers would be obsolete in ten
yeo's. Now, the "Kwvinaua" is only 20
years of nge, and the as. "Ferret" which
until recently was carrying the Govern-
incuit mail on the south coast, is 41 years
of age: the s.s. "Bullarra" is 22 years of
age, and she weathered a cyclone in the
North[-West some time ago:. thle "Ru ninl-
yonu&' is 2.9 years. of agec and the "Bur-
rumbeet" 27 years; and these vessels are
all still in commission with many years of
gzood service ahead.

Hon. F. Connor: What age is the
''Darius''?

ThIe COLONXIAL SECRETARY: I
have a rep~ort hero in connection -with the
"Darius," which says-

Mr. Bu~tcher, the engiucer-survevor to
Ilip THnrbour and Light Department,
was sent to thle East to make all neces-
s~ary inquiries and personally conduct a
survey of the engines, boilers and
hull of the vessel, and- recommend or
otherwise the purchase of the vessel.
Heo made an exhaustive examination of
the whole of the vessel, both afloat and
in dry dock and as the inquiries made,
showed that thle vessel -was due for her
No. 2 special survey, the passing of
which wavs necessary in order that she

shudmaintain her 100 Al Class
(which is thle highest) in Lloyd's, it was
then made a condition of the puirchase
that thle cost of all repairs arising out
of this special surve 'y, as well as Lloyd's
fees, shbould be paid by the vendors. The
vessel was therefore put through
Lloyd's special survey, the annual sur-
Vey of tine Navig-ation Department of
New South Wales, in addition to being
personally surveyed by Mr. Butcher.
The cost of the repairs arising out of

the two former surveys, approximating

X2,000, was paid by the vendors. The
position no-w is that the "Dariuis" has
llo vd's guiarantee for her hull for four
years and for her engines and boilers
for one year (this being the longest
period for which they' issue a certificate
for mnachinery after it is 6 years old).
.Sle ha-4 also a certificate for hull, mna-
ellinerY and( boilers from the Navigation
Ileppartaicut of New South Wales, in
addition to Mr. Butcher's favourable re-
port. It is perhaps hardly necessary
to mention that the vessel was dlocked,
her bottom and rudder examined, and
thle propellor shaqft drawn, the later
being gr-anted thie customary certificate
for twro years. Pull details of overhaul
for Lloyd's No. 2 special survey are
hereto attached.

With reg-ard to thle "Wextford," we paid
£10,000 for that vessel, and within three
weehs of thle purchaise we were offered
V3,t500. For [lie Alongolia" there were
innly competitors, and some of them were

grievously disappointed. We just pur-
chased her in thle nick of time.

Hon. F. Connor: Ts that thle Adelaide
Steamship Company youl are- referring
to?.

Tine COLONJIL SECRETARY: I do
not wish to advertise any shipping coin-
ipany in this House. Mr. Connolly stated
that tile previous Government had left us
a leg:acy of 600 miles of new railways to
complete, alid that we are restricting their
construction to 200 miles per annuim. "A
legney?" w~as, I think, an unfortunate term
for thle lion, gentleman to use, for it was
a legacy of a liability. They passed the
Bills in a few hour-s in this Chamber, and
we have to rind the money to complete thle
lines, That is the legacy whichi the pre-
vions Government left us, and the lion.
gentleman is nowv complaining because we
are not building more than 200 miles of
rail-way per annumr. What did the pre-
vious Government (10? Did they come up;
to our record? I will give hon. members
sonic particulars. 'Te are outstripping
all the records of previous Governments
in tile matter of railway construction. Tn
100.9-9 the Public Works Department
lianded over to the Commissioner of Rail-
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ways 102 ruiles of railway, this represent-
ing, not only those works. completed by
the Works Department hut also those con-
struceted tinder contract. Tn 1909-10 there
were 102 miles handed over , and in 1910-
11. there were 231 miles of railway handed
over, In 1911-12 wve handed over 2S4
miles of railway.

HRon. C. A. Please: The previous Gay-
ernmrent had nearly all that finished.

The CO[,ONIAL SECRETARY: No-
thing of the kind: They were just started
on] the eve of the election. I know that
iii my district thle Akjana and the Yrrna
extensions were started onl the eve of the
election. and in other parts it was just the
same. Thre average for the three years Of
the 'Wilson Government was 145 miles a
y-car, while our record wavs 284 miles in
the yeair.

Hon. C. J%. Piesse: That is not fair.
Hon. IT. L. Moss: Very inaccurate.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY:. It is

strictly accurate. I have obtained these
figures fromi theEniern-Cef

Hon. R. D. -Mc~enzie: It is not a1 fair
caomps ri sari.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tt is
fair . but it is disappointing to the hion.
member, and to other hion, members.
Some hion. memobers would like the figures
to be less. They are disappointing; there-
fore0 they Must be inaccurate.

Ran. J. F. Cullen:- They are very
w-rongly used.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: How
can I wrongly use figures supplied to me.
There is a definite statement macle that
in the last twelve months we constructed
2,% miles of railway, -whereas the previous
Government in the three years averaged
only 145 miles.

Hon. H. P). McKenzie: You did not
construct them; you took them aver in
that period.

The COLONIAL SECR.ETARY: Mr.
Colebateb raised ain interesting point in
connection with the Constitution Act. I
had noted it previously to the lion. mem-
ber asking- the question. Section 15 of
the Constitution Act provides that all
persons entitled shall be registered, and
the contention of the lion, member was
that the Electoral Act could not nuewr4Aa

thle Constiltition Act. 'The section of the
Constitution Act ceads-

Every person of the age of twenity-
otre years, being a natural born or nat-
uralised subject of Her 2Ilajesty and
not subject to ainy legal incapacity, who
shall hhrve resided in Western Australia
for six miouths, shiall, subject to the
lprovisions of this Act, if qualified as
in this section is provided, be entitled
to be registered as an elector and when
registered far six inoaribs to vote.

It is not necessary to road further. They
"9shall be entifled to be registered." I
thought it was a matter of great public
interest rnrd concern, and as I was in
synipiatlry with the action taken by Mr.
Colebatchi, 1 at once, submitted the mutter
to the Crown Law Department for an
opinion; and this is the opinion given by
1r. Sayer, the Solicitor General-

There is nothing in the Electoral Act
to affect the ratepayers' qualification,
ais prescribed by Section 16 of the Con-
stitution At. If the n1ame of any per-
son (not orhierwise disqualified) is on
the electoral list of any mnunicipality
or road district in respect of property
of the annual ratable vaiLle Of £1.7 he is
entitled to be enrolled on duly sending
jim his climn. The Constitution Act does
not provide for theQ automatic registra-
tion of ratepaye vrs-it mnerely gives the
£17 ratepayer a qualification. If anly
person seeks enrolment onl a ratepayer's
or any other qualification he must make
his claim. There was provision under
the Electoral Act of 104 for the auto-
matic. registration of ratepayers, but
this was repealed ins 10907.
Hon. l.. L-. Moss: Would you look, at

time proviso to Section 16?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I amn
not qualified to pass an opinion on thle
point.

Hon. H. P. Colebateb: Are you aware
that electors. Nhose names appeared on
these municipal and roads board lists
have scat in claims claiming to be enrolled
and claiming that to be a qualifcation,
but they were refused on the ground
of it5  being an insufficent qualification
and niot complying with the claim cardi
4y ~~ s~rtwr
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
appears to be wrong. I filled in claims
as a £17 ratepayer, and I am not aware
that they have been rejected. Now, with
regard to the finances. Hon, members
hav-e said that the finances bare got be-
yond our control, but I do not think that
the figures published recently tend to
prove that what these hon. gentlemen said
is correct. Thle finances have not got be-
yond our control. The estimated shortaage
onl the year's transactions by the' T reasurer
wtas £103,000. Deducting' £13,929 stir-
plus onl thle 1st July. 1911, it leaves a
deficit on tile 1st of this month of £121.111.
So the Treasurer was simply £30,000 out
inl his estimate. Whenl we take all the
circumstances into consideration we easily
discover it is no wonder indeed he was
out in his estimate. -We sustained a loss
of £50,000 on the carriagze of water over
the railways last year.

Hon. C. A. Piesse: You will get some
of that money hack.

The COLONIAL SECRETARLY: No,
it is a direct loss. There was £90,000 in
increases to public servants, and about
X10,000 less in laind rents, owing to the
extensions of time given to the settlers.
So members will see the Government suf-
fered a very serious handicap. In addi-
tion to that there was £570,000 carried
over fromn the previous year, representing
obligations which should have been met
by the previous Government, and which
were not included in the previous year's
accoulnts.

Hon. 31. L. Moss: That has been dis-
tinctly refuted.

The COLONIIAL SECRETARY: I do
not care whether there has been an at-
teflllt to refute it or not, it has been fur-
ther investigated and that is the position
of affairs. There are matters that will al-
ways be ouitstanding each year, but
£ 50.000 is a huge amount. Previous to

teclose of this financial year our- Trea-
surer took steps to notify all the respon-
sible officers in the service connected with
the expenditure of money to send in a re-
turn of it in order that he might present
a fair statement to Parliament, and I
think that statement will prove a record

as rerArds accuracOy. Altogether there

-was about £200,000 handicap onl the Gov-
erninenlt; all being& unforeseen expendi-
ture except as regarded the increases to
puiblic servants.

Hon. 'M. L. 'Moss: Give me one word]
of explanation. In that deficit is tile cost
of the steamers provided for?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No,
except in regard to the purchase of ferries.

Hon. MU. L. Moss: What is the pur-
chase of steamers charge( io?

The COLO1NIAL SECRETARY: That
comes from the Treasurer's advance.

Hon. 2M. L. Moss: Do you mlean to tell
mne in regard to the Treasurer's Advance
that where there are excesses they are niot
shown?

The COLOMTAL SECRETARY: They
are not shown, and they never have been
shown. Mr. Humiersicy said that 'Mr.
Bath's regu lations affected the farmaers'
security, and that the banks were refus-
ing overdrafts and calling up advances.

Hon. C. A. Piesse: That is a fact.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: But

it is not only thie case in connection with
the farmners,' it is alsn the case inl connec-
tion with thousands of people generally,
and it is not even confined to Western
Auistralia, but it is right throughout the
whole of Akustralia, particularly in Vic-
toria. The banks are calling up over-
drafts. Why? One strong reason is the
establishment of the Federal State Bank.
The banks recognise there is something
like £150,000,000 of the people's money in
the banks. and that when the Fedferal
State Bank starts a large proportion of
this money will be transferred to it. es-
pecially the credit balances of current
accounts, because the Federal Gov-
ernment propose to pay 3 per cent.
onl these balances. That is respon-
sible, and not 'Mr. Bath's regulations. The
droughlt last season also has accentuated]
the matter in Western Australia. Eighteen
wonthis ri"the banks were sending round
canvassers asking peop~le to get overdrafts,
but in the last few months they have heen
sending round circulars asking those peo-
ple, to -whom they offered sumns rangin~z
from £1,000 to £ 1,500 last year, to pay
uip this money, and they have comue down
on themn like a ton of bricks. That is the
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experience of most peojpie who have been
in the power of banks, that in times of
stres, wvhen they really need assistance,
they cannot get it, and the banks put the
screw on.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: When is the
situation going- to be relieved by thle Fed-
eral Government l

The COLONIAL SECRETA-RY: The
hon. member had better get some Federal
member to ask a question in the Federal
Parliament. Mr. Connor said that race-
courses wvere a great source of evil not en-
tirely disassociated from the high cost of
living. He wvants the Government to uin-
der-take the crusade against the race-
courses, Yet hie admits he was a member
of the W.A. Turf Club. It is a peculiar
attitude for the bon, member to take up.

Hon, F. Connor : You are ratt v.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If

betting, on racecourses is an evil the hon.
member is doing all hie possibly call to
propagate it. He was a member of the
W.A. Turf Club committee. It seems to
me something like Satan reproving sin, or
perhap~s it is on a par with a burglar cen-
suring the police force for not acting
energetically in the prevention of house-
breaking. But that is the sort of thing
we have to encounter in the House. It
seemis on some occasions we cannot take
sonmc nmembers too seriously.

Hon. F. Connor: You had to take me
seriously' all right.

Thle COLONIAL SECRETARY : Ar.
Connor and Mr. Lynn endeavoured to
score points by saving we wvere bringing
down sheep for wealthy squatters. We
were ap)proached by Mr. Gooch. He
said he was in an awkward position. He
had stores at Gascoyne and it wvas neces-
sary' that hie should get them down to
Gerakiton without delay, or it would be
a serious matter. Supposing we had re-
fused Mr. Gooch 's request on the ground
that he "'as a wealthy man, what wvould
be done? There would have ben an-
other amendment to the Address-in-reply,
indicating that the Government were
showing gross imipartialityv in administer-
ing their transport services. The Govern-
mient are out to boycott no one, bitt out to
do their best to crush out this r'ing.

Hon. F. Contnor : You are on ly out
for thie "beef buccaneers."

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: To
use the wyards of Governor Bowen in a
despatch to the Imperial authorities in
1877, we aire "being assailed" pet medium
of this Chamber-"biv beaten minori-
ties.'' The Liberal party wvent to~
the country last year and were de-
feated. Now they propose, or are en-
deavouring to change the battle-ground
to the Legislative Council, and they are
receiving every asistance. I remember
prior to the general election when the
Redistribution of Seats Bill came down
here, it wvas received almost unanimously.
Only four opposed it. while 20 supported
it, and, although I attempted to secure
the adjournment of the debate the House
refused to favour me, and passed the Bill
throughI with speed. What was the re-
suilt? The country gave their answer
on the 3rd October last, aid it should
prove a lesson to the Legislative Council.
Thie stand the Legislative Council pro-
pose to take, and will take, I suppose,
to-nighlt, is untenable, and will be proved
so. All I can say is that he who laughs
last laughs best. I have nothing further
to add, except to say I hope hon. mem-
bers will endeavour to treat us with a
greater degree of justice. I am sure
manl'- hon. members are, at any rate un-
consciously, biassed against uts; I feel
pretty certain of that, buat I trust be-
fore long they will he prepared to give
us at fair show, and treat our measures
with the utmost consideration, and not
adopt the lines sugested byv Mr. Cullen
when hie said that if we failed to ad-
minister olir departments to the satis-
faction atf the Chamber, Mr. Dodd and
myself would have a bad time in the
House.

Hon. J. F. Cullen : I did not say
that.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : It
is the only construction to be placed on
the holi. member's remarks. I hope every
opportunity will be taken to give the
Government all assistance in the dire-
tion of carrying~ out their Jpolicv. Tf
that policyN. fails, if it does injury to the
country, the party must suiffer; thie coun-
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try may suffer to a certain ex
the party With which the Go~
are connected will suffer perpet
hope that all will show sympathy
operate with the Government
endeavour to advance the best
of the State.

Question (Address as amend
and a division taken, with the
result :

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

Hon. F. Conner
Hon, J. R. Cullen
Hon. V. Hanieraley
Hon. R. J. Lynn
Honk. C, McKenzie

Ron. J,. Cornel
Hon. F. Dav ,s
Hon. 3, E. Dodd
lHon. J1. Id. D rew

AyEs.

'Hon, R. D. AIHon. M. 1,.I,
Hn,. C. A. P
Hon. C, Bow
Hion. H.~ P. *

NoEs.
lHon. J,. W.
Hon. B. C. 0
I-on, R. G. .

ktlI±LIUII thuLs passed c1 Address-
in-reply as amended adopted.

House adjourned at 8.22 p.m.

%coislativc tk'sneMbi ,
TWednesday, 171h July, 1912.
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Trhe SPEAKER look the Chair it 4.30
p.1m.- and ieald praye's.

QUESTION -- RAILWAY ROLLING
STiOCK( REQUIREMENTS.

Mr. DOOLEY as ked the Minister for
Railways: 1, tins the Commissioner of
Railways mande any estimate of the pro-
bable amount of extra haulingt power rud

tent, but rolling itock which will be required to mleet
vernment, the demands of the forthcoming harvest,
uaily. I the construction of the Transcontinental
', and co- raiilway-, mid the various State enterprises
in their about to be inaugurated by th'e Govern-
interests meat ? 2, If so, what is the amount of

such estimate9 3, In what way is it 1)ro-

.cd) put, posed to m-eet. such extra demand 9
following The 3ITNIST Ert FOR RAILWAYS re-

lplied : 1 , Yesz. 2, For rolling stock at-
10 ready anthorised. Z59S,000, of Which
.7 £252,000 lhas already been spent, and for

- future requirements to March, 1014,
£ 690,000. 3, As expinuied in answers 1

-and 2, anid, if necessary, by reducing the
time limit for loading anid unloading,

*iciCnzIe and by quic-kening the transit of good~s
tossi trainis by shortening the sections. flea-
loose sonable despatch should be possible to the

%7oltaa extent of keepiing both shipping and flour
Tolr, ills going, pirovided the balance of grain

is stacked, and tran~sport arranged as re-
grwnn quired during the year, ais is the practice

irian elsewhere. Transport of material for the
rdagh Transcontinental railway will depend to

(Tdlerfl, a1 large extent on tile date Nve have to Comn-

A mence to handle same.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Hon. FRANK W]LSON,

leave of absence for two weeks granted to
IMr. Na-nson on the grounds Of ill-heal1th.

On inotion by Itr. IlEITMA'NN, leave
of absence for two weeks granted to Mr.n
Bolton on the grounds of ill-health.

1- [LL-WITE PHOSPHORUS
MATCHES PROHTIiTiON1.

Int roduced by the Premier and rcnd a
first time.

APT)RESS-l N-fl EPLY.

MqWhtk flay.

lh'hate reatmed from the l)rcviots da.
IMr. 3f['NSIE MIa n n ans) :I ri se to say

afew words on the W cdress-in-rCeTlY.
wisIi at1 the otset to take the opportuniity,
of sovi-org a word or two in connection with
(h~e trittide of the Government towards
I le purchase of steamiers for the 'North-


